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Consider an Ordinance Text Amendment Amending Chapter 17 of the Code of Ordinances that
Regulates Sidewalk Dining Activities.

Staff: Department:

Rae Buckley, Director of Organizational and Strategic Initiatives Manager’s Office

Sarah Poulton, Downtown Special Projects Manager

Overview: A text amendment to the Town Code that regulates sidewalk dining will increase flexibility for
restaurants, include clarification on the permitting process, and comply with State statutes approved since
the Code was written.

Recommendation(s):

That the Council enact the ordinance revising Town Code Sections 17-76 through 17-90 regarding
sidewalk dining.

Key Issues:
· The Downtown Work Plan calls for the Town to foster variety and vibrancy in the public realm and

remove regulatory barriers that impede variety and vibrancy.

· In 1995, the Town added sidewalk dining regulations to the Town Code that set limitations on
where and how restaurants can place dining furnishings in the public right-of-way.

· In 2013, the General Assembly passed legislation about sidewalk dining that is required to be
incorporated into the Town Code to ensure compliance.

· Both staff and restaurant owners have found that the current Code language lacks clarity on the
permit application process and when revisions to permit applications are required.

· The proposed amendments to the Town Code are intended to increase flexibility for restaurants,
clarify the application process and comply with State statutes.

· The proposed amendment was piloted over a year and feedback from that pilot was incorporated
into the proposed amendment.

· All current sidewalk dining in the Downtown is compliant with the proposed amendment standards.
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File #: [TMP-1552], Version: 1

Fiscal Impact/Resources: None.

Council Goals:
☒ Create a Place for Everyone ☒ Develop Good Places,  New

Spaces

☒ Support  Community

Prosperity
☐ Nurture Our Community

☐ Facilitate Getting Around ☐ Grow Town  and Gown

Collaboration

Attachments:

· Draft Staff Presentation

· Ordinance

· Planning Commission Recommendation

The Agenda will reflect the text below and/or the motion text will be used during the

meeting.

PRESENTER: Sarah Poulton, Downtown Special Projects Manager

RECOMMENDATION: That the Council enact the ordinance revising Town Code Sections
17-76 through 17-90 regarding sidewalk dining.

TOWN OF CHAPEL HILL Printed on 3/30/2026Page 2 of 2

powered by Legistar™

http://www.legistar.com/

