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Amend Chapters 12, 17, and 21 of the Code of Ordinances that Regulate Parks and Greenways,
Sidewalk Sales, and Bicycling.

Staff: Department:

Bergen Watterson, Transportation Planning Manager Planning

Sarah Poulton, Special Projects Manager Manager’s Office

Donnie Rhoads, Captain Police

Overview: The proposed text amendments to the Code of Ordinances that regulate Parks and
Greenways, Sidewalk Sales, and Bicycling will bring them in accordance with current State statutes and
operating procedures, and allow the Town to pursue shared transportation programs such as bikeshare.

Recommendation(s):

That the Council enact Ordinances A, B, and C revising Town Codes 12-3(d), 17-76 through 17-90, and 21
-41 through 21-62.

Key Issues:
· The Town is negotiating a contract to implement a one-year pilot bikeshare program consisting

solely of electric-assist bicycles (e-bikes). This negotiation is in collaboration with the Town of
Carrboro and with input from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.

· Text amendments are required to update Chapters 12, 17, and 21 to clarify use of e-bikes on Town
greenways, allow signage and rental of shared transportation vehicles in the public right-of-way
with proper permits, bring the language into accordance with State statute, and reflect current
operating procedures.

· Ordinance A amends Chapter 12 Section 3(d) rules and regulations for Town parks and greenways
to clarify use of e-bikes on Town greenways.

TOWN OF CHAPEL HILL Printed on 4/1/2026Page 1 of 2

powered by Legistar™

http://www.legistar.com/


File #: [20-0731], Version: 1

· The Town’s greenways serve as key connections and destinations for non-vehicular travel.

· Ordinance B amends Chapter 17 to allow shared transportation companies to apply for a permit to
utilize the public right-of-way for advertisement, vehicle placement, or other uses. Chapter 17
currently prohibits use of public right-of-way for advertisement, sale, or rental of items.

· A successful shared transportation program must be able to place shared vehicles in public spaces
for public use.

· Ordinance C amends Chapter 21 to clearly define vehicle types and distinguish mopeds and to
define e-bikes as bicycles to match State statute.

· Ordinance C also amends Chapter 21 to reflect the Town’s current operating procedures and
remove outdated lists of existing bicycle facilities.

Fiscal Impact/Resources: The proposed pilot bikeshare program would be provided at no cost to the
Town except staff time.

Where is this item in its process?

Attachments:

· Ordinance A (Text Amendment for Chapter 12)

· Ordinance B (Text Amendment for Chapter 17)

· Ordinance C (Text Amendment for Chapter 21)

· Bike Share Update

The Agenda will reflect the text below and/or the motion text will be used during the

meeting.

By enacting Ordinances A, B, and C, the Council revises Town Codes that Regulate Parks
and Greenways, Sidewalk Sales, and Bicycling.
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