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Opening

The meeting opened at 7:03 p.m.

Roll Call

Others in attendance: Sydney Russel and Machaela Monahan (Epsilon Eta 

Environmental Honors Fraternity), Hongbin Gu (Council Member), Melissa 

McCullough (Planning Commission Champion), and John Richardson (Staff Liaison)

8 - Chair Adrienne Tucker, Vice-Chair Mary Metcalf, E. Thomas 

Henkel, Gregory Ames, Jericho Cook, Hui Ding, Heidi Kim, 

and Bruce Sinclair

Present

1 - John WallaceAbsent

Approval of Agenda

A motion was made by Kim, seconded by Henkel, that the agenda be approved as 

written. The motion carried unanimously (6-0).

Announcements

The Staff Liaison shared the new poster that the Board can use when tabling at 

events. Design credit: Brittain Storck, former ESAB member.

Petitions

Members of Epsilon Eta Environmental Honors Fraternity asked the Board to 

consider supporting a petition to have the Town of Chapel Hill become a Bee City. 

Because UNC is taking steps to becoming a Bee Campus, the members suggested 

that this would be a nice complement to that effort. Epsilon would also be willing 
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support awareness through a "Bee Week" in March or April. The Board asked what 

the requirements of the Town would be in order become a Bee City USA. Member 

Sinclair, who is familiar with the Town of Carrboro’s participation, said it would be 

$400, some staff time for promotion and reporting, as well as a Council resolution in 

support. ESAB members agreed to review the model resolution and research the 

requirements of membership as part of their recommendation process.

Approval of Minutes

Review and Approve the September 11, 2018 Draft Action 

Minutes

[18-0931]

A motion was made by Henkel, seconded by Kim, that this the September 11, 

2018 Draft Action Minutes be approved as amended with the additional text 

below. The motion carried unanimously (6-0).

“Sinclair noted his support for solar, but voted against the petition citing 

concerns about requiring it of all buildings regardless of feasibility or suitability 

to the project. He mentioned that such a requirement could limit the range of 

options available to a developer for otherwise meeting the Town’s energy 

efficiency and conservation goals. Henkel subsequently shared that the draft 

could be revisited to take these concerns into consideration.”

Review and Approve October 9, 2018 Draft Action Minutes [18-0932]

A motion was made by Ames, seconded by Kim, that this the October 9, 2018 

Draft Action Minutes be approved as written. The motion carried unanimously 

(6-0).

Updates from the Chair

None.

Old Business

Update on August 14 Petition about Sidewalk Maintenance and 

Tree Protection in Southern Village

[18-0933]

Staff noted that the updated Standard Operating Procedures have been 

drafted by Public Works and are under internal review. A more detailed update 

is slated for the December meeting.

Discuss Revised Solar Petition [18-0934]
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Adrienne Tucker and Dr. Ding arrived at 7:50 p.m.

Member Henkel shared feedback from the Planning Commission and the 

Community Design Commission, as well as how the petition has been revised 

for consideration. Member Henkel walked the Board through an updated 

version which responds to some of the feedback he received.  The Board 

discussed the changes and suggested some additional modifications for 

general clarity and flexibility for future advancements in technology.

A motion was made by Sinclair, seconded by Kim, that the revised Solar 

Petition be approved as amended. The motion carried by a unanimous vote 

(8-0). A second motion was made by Henkel, seconded by Ames, that the 

revised petition be sent to Council as part of an upcoming Council meeting. 

The motion carried by a unanimous vote (8-0).

Discussion of Revised Development Review Criteria [18-0935]

The Staff Liaison provided a summary of the changes previously requested by 

the Board. The Board discussed the changes and made a few additional edits 

for clarification. 

A motion was made by Sinclair, seconded by Ames, that the Development 

Review Criteria be approved as amended. The motion carried by a unanimous 

vote (8-0).

Discussion of Tree Ordinance Research [18-0936]

Member Dr. Ding provided a summary of her research on tree ordinances 

around the state and the region. The Board discussed the information and 

asked if they could learn more about how tree protection is evaluated during 

development review, and how penalties are assessed. The Staff Liaison will 

share Dr. Ding’s research with the staff team.

New Business

Discussion of ESAB Member Tom Henkel’s Email re: UNC 

Cogen Plant

[18-0937]

Member Henkel provided a summary of the concerns he addressed in his 

email to the Board. The Board discussed the information and members 
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expressed an interest in speaking to UNC staff to learn more.

Staff Updates/Reports

Update on UNC’s Permit Modification Request for the Cogen 

Plant

[18-0938]

The Staff Liaison shared some information that was provided by staff at UNC:

• The University has a routine permit renewal in process for its Title V Air 

Permit, and that process includes a public comment period administered by 

the NC Division of Air Quality (DAQ) that ended October 25th. 

• The permit is for the entire campus, including the cogeneration plan, and the 

renewal process occurs once every five years. This permit renewal was 

originally submitted to DAQ in 2015. 

• As part of the DAQ process, this renewal includes both the original 

application from 2015 as well as additional permit modifications since that 

date. The most recent request was for a project to reduce cogeneration plant 

emissions by installing a Dry Sorbent Injection (DSI) system. The plan 

currently operates with such emissions at more than 15 times lower than the 

permit limit, and this modification is expected to further reduce those emissions 

by 50-80%.

 

• The modifications to the burner equipment are designed to increase use of 

natural gas and decrease use of coal. UNC is also starting a master utility plan 

in early 2019 that will map out their plans for the future of the cogeneration 

plant.

• The publically posted cover letter from DAQ for the permit renewal 

referenced the possibility of an increase in air emissions, and this may have 

resulted in some concern during the public comment process. UNC has 

confirmed with DAQ that the statement was made in error, and UNC and DAQ 

are working to make a correction.

Update on Coal Ash Remediation Planning at the Police Station 

Property

[18-0939]

The Staff Liaison reported that the staff presented its findings to the Council 

on October 10 and the Council passed a resolution authorizing the Manager 

to:
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(1) Apply for a determination of Brownfields eligibility with DEQ;

(2) Schedule four additional meetings, the first two with Environmental 

Stewardship Advisory Board and the Stormwater Management Utility Advisory 

Board and the others to cover the topics of remediation and possible reuse 

scenarios;

(3) Develop a broader range of remediation options for the property; and

(4) Return to Council once all of these steps are complete so that Council can 

discuss a path forward.

Update on Council Committee Proposal to Add a Stormwater 

Advocate Seat to the ESAB

[18-0930]

The Staff Liaison reported that the Council will hold a public hearing on 

Wednesday evening to consider, among other changes to Boards and 

Commissions, the addition of a Stormwater Advocate (10th member) to assist 

with this element of development review. 

A motion was made by Sinclair, seconded by Henkel, that in lieu of adding a 

10th member for Stormwater Advocacy, the ESAB recommends that the 

Council consider providing an ex officio liaison from the Stormwater Board or 

repurposing one of the existing Environmental Stewardship Advisory Board 

seats. The motion carried by a unanimous vote (8-0).

Adjournment

A motion was made by Henkel, seconded by Kim, to adjourn the meeting. The 

motion carried unanimously (8-0). The meeting was adjourned at 10:05 p.m.

Next Meeting - Tuesday, December 11, 2018
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Order of Consideration of Agenda Items: 

1. Staff Presentation

2. Applicant’s Presentation 

3. Public Comment

4. Board Discussion

5. Motion

6. Restatement of Motion by Chair

7. Vote

8. Announcement of Vote by Chair

Public Charge: The Advisory Body pledges its respect to the public. The 

Body asks the public to conduct themselves in a respectful, courteous 

manner, both with the Body and with fellow members of the public. 

Should any member of the Body or any member of the public fail to 

observe this charge at any time, the Chair will ask the offending person 

to leave the meeting until that individual regains personal control. 

Should decorum fail to be restored, the Chair will recess the meeting 

until a genuine commitment to this public charge is observed. 

Unless otherwise noted, please contact the Planning and Development 

Services Department at 919-969-5066; planning@townofchapelhill.org 

for more information on the above referenced applications. 

See the Advisory Boards page http://www.townofchapelhill.org/boards 

for background information on this Board.
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