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Amy Harvey

From: Jeanette Coffin
Sent: Monday, October 25, 2021 4:59 PM
To: hayes98thetford@gmail.com
Cc: Lance Norris; Chris Roberts; Adam Searing; Allen Buansi; Amy Ryan; Andrew Creech; Camille Berry; 

Hongbin Gu; Jeanne Brown; Jeffrey Hoagland; Jess Anderson; Karen Stegman; Michael Parker; Pam 
Hemminger; Paris Miller-Foushee; Robert Beasley; Tai Huynh; Vimala Rajendran; Zachary Boyce; Amy 
Harvey; Ann Anderson; Carolyn Worsley; Laura Selmer; Loryn Clark; Mary Jane Nirdlinger; Maurice 
Jones; Rae Buckley; Ran Northam; Ross Tompkins; Sabrina Oliver

Subject: FW: Columbarium in Old Chapel Hill Cemetery
Attachments: Columbarium in Old Chapel Hill Cemetery

 
 
Thank you for your correspondence with the Town of Chapel Hill. The Mayor and Town Council are interested in what 
you have to say. By way of this email, I am forwarding your message to the Mayor and each of the Council Members, as 
well as to the appropriate staff person who may be able to assist in providing additional information or otherwise 
addressing your concerns.  
 
Again, thank you for your message. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jeanette Coffin 
 
 
 
Jeanette Coffin 
Office Assistant 
Town of Chapel Hill Manager’s Office 
405  Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 
Chapel Hill, NC 27514 
(o) 919‐968‐2743 | (f) 919‐969‐2063 
 
 
 
 
 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Mary Hayes <hayes98thetford@gmail.com>  
Sent: Monday, October 25, 2021 4:46 PM 
To: Pam Hemminger <phemminger@townofchapelhill.org>; Amy Harvey <aharvey@townofchapelhill.org> 
Subject: Columbarium in Old Chapel Hill Cemetery 
 
Please see attached as it relates to the October 27, 2021 Petition item #1.   
 



via email, phemminger@townofchapelhill.org 

Mayor Pam Hemminger 
Town of Chapel Hill 
05 Martin Luther King,Jr. Blvd. Chapel Hill, NC 27514 

via email, aharvey@townofchapelhill.org 
Amy Harvey, Deputy Town Clerk 
Town of Chapel Hill 
405 Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd. Chapel Hill, NC 27514 

Re: Revised Petition, originally dated April 14, 2021, for Permission to Proceed with 
Presentation of Proposal for a Columbarium at the Old Chapel Hill Cemetery (OCHC).

 Dear Mayor Hemminger and Town Clerk Harvey:

I am writing to you as a former member of the Town of Chapel Hill Cemetery Board and as 
someone who plans to be interred in the Old Chapel Hill Cemetery.

I was upset to hear that a large columbarium is planned on the edge (but still inside) the Old 
Chapel Hill Cemetery grounds.  I realize that burial space in Chapel Hill is at a premium since 
the town has run out of space and has not provided any more, but I think we need to give a little 
more thought about putting such a large monument inside the Old Chapel Hill Cemetery.

Some concerns…..

1.  Why are Canadians doing all the stone work?  Is there no one in the United States, or at least 
the southeast or maybe even North Carolina who can put this together?  Were American 
companies even considered?    

2.  When I was a member,  the Cemetery Board worked long and hard at finding a place for a 
columbarium at the Legion Road Cemetery.  Much thought was given to encroachment on 
adjoining plots, compatible design, appropriateness of design, lighting/vandalism issues, etc.  
How much thought has gone into the ramifications of this structure?   It seems that this is just 
one person’s use of his parent’s plots.  Have you made any effort to notify families in 
neighboring plots?  

3.   I am a little curious about the financing of this project.  I know from our work at Legion 
Road that such structures are costly and come with inevitable upkeep.  Is there a non-profit that 
will be taking on these expenses?  For that matter, is  this a non-profit or for profit venture?  
Beyond the city fees, how much can this gentleman charge for such plots in the columbarium?  
You may be providing a few extra burial places, but in the long run they will run out, too.  Can 
this gentleman charge whatever he thinks the market will bear?  If only a very few wealthy 
people can afford them…….



4.  If this person can use his parents’ plots in this way, what is to stop anyone else who owns a 
plot in the cemetery from doing the same thing?  If they are near a walkway or a wall, it would 
meet the same criteria.  And you might not even have to build a bridge or pull down a tree.  If 
you allowed such a structure in some parts of the cemetery and not in others, you might end up 
with a discrimination lawsuit……

4.  Very few cemeteries in the U.S. are in the Register of Historic Places - could you jeopardize 
this landmark status by irrevocably changing the design of the cemetery?

I appreciate your dilemma in providing burial places when the town as run out, but hope that you 
will look long and hard at this project before saying yes.    Start looking for some land……..

Mary L. Hayes
Former Town of Chapel Hill Cemetery Board Member

104 Thetford Court
Chapel Hill. 27516
919 969 8842
hayes98thetford@gmail.com

mailto:hayes98thetford@gmail.com
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Amy Harvey

From: Jeanette Coffin
Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2021 8:55 AM
To: the oldchceme
Cc: Lance Norris; Chris Roberts; Adam Searing; Allen Buansi; Amy Ryan; Andrew Creech; Camille Berry; 

Hongbin Gu; Jeanne Brown; Jeffrey Hoagland; Jess Anderson; Karen Stegman; Michael Parker; Pam 
Hemminger; Paris Miller-Foushee; Robert Beasley; Tai Huynh; Vimala Rajendran; Zachary Boyce; Amy 
Harvey; Ann Anderson; Carolyn Worsley; Laura Selmer; Loryn Clark; Mary Jane Nirdlinger; Maurice 
Jones; Rae Buckley; Ran Northam; Ross Tompkins; Sabrina Oliver

Subject: RE: Cemetery Petition on Wednesday Meeting Schedule

 
 
Thank you for your correspondence with the Town of Chapel Hill. The Mayor and Town Council are interested 
in what you have to say. By way of this email, I am forwarding your message to the Mayor and each of the 
Council Members, as well as to the appropriate staff person who may be able to assist in providing additional 
information or otherwise addressing your concerns.  
 
Again, thank you for your message. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jeanette Coffin 
 
 

 

Jeanette Coffin 
Office Assistant 
Town of Chapel Hill Manager’s Office 
405  Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 
Chapel Hill, NC 27514 
(o) 919-968-2743 | (f) 919-969-2063

 
 
 

From: the oldchceme [mailto:oldchceme@gmail.com]  
Sent: Monday, October 25, 2021 9:12 PM 
To: Town Council <mayorandcouncil@townofchapelhill.org> 
Subject: Cemetery Petition on Wednesday Meeting Schedule 

 

External email: Don't click links or attachments from unknown senders. To check or report forward to 
reportspam@townofchapelhill.org 

As an owner of plots and eventual resident of Old Chapel Hill Cemetery, I must strongly oppose the reimagined 
petition for commercial development of columbaria in the Old Chapel Hill Cemetery.  The mere thought of 
taking this beloved ground and turning it into a for-profit enterprise is distasteful and hopefully will be denied 
outright!  This is a public cemetery, not a business development zone. 
 
Aesthetically, the placement of this massive entity is objectively repulsive to me and other plots owners I have 
addressed.  Since this is a subjective opinion, it should be nevertheless be considered. 
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The petitioner asserts that these commercial columbaria are needed in Chapel Hill.  This simply is not 
true.  There are ample columbaria currently available and ample future columbaria possible at Memorial 
Cemetery.  The need has been addressed and exists. 
 
Is there a desire for columbaria at the Old Chapel Hill Cemetery - yes and that desire may be immense - without 
necessary merit or need.  Multiple columbaria across the still 20% unused plots could no doubt still be 
developed and sold, but is this really desirable?  The main desire is from the petitioner and this desire is to make 
great personal wealth from this commercial enterprise!  If this petition is approved, then every other plot owner 
must have equal opportunity for development and sale. 
 
Many issues are raised the petition.  Who can attest to the foreign manufactured module, what warranty does it 
have and who will correct problems upon installation.  The entire placement of the module warrants critical 
professional analysis and study.  Merely hiring an outside entity to be involved in construction needs 
attention.  Even the removal of yet another mature tree to make this happens needs arborist input even before 
consideration. 
 
The opening and endorsement of commercial development in the Cemetery raises huge liability issues not 
present for any other plots in the Cemetery.  First, how can the town undertake security for these multiple 
ownership entities which is unique among the Cemetery residents.  Second, how does the town undertake the 
costs and inherent risks in assuring the public integrity and stability of the structure?  The multiple ownership 
entity has immense potential costs and risks to the town.  Third, who will assure the security to each individual 
owner of units when the town has no overall security system unique to this module - especially costs and 
liability exposure to the town?  In the event of failure to individual units, multiple units, or the entire structure- 
who will have to pay for this repair or replacement in full costs? The overall liability costs and cost potential to 
the town in the long term may be staggering, and unlike any other entity in the Cemetery!  Who will pay upkeep 
for the exterior structure over the long term, as emergencies arise?  Since this module will involve multiple 
owners in a single module, how does the town get involved in foreclosures or legal actions against individual 
owners?  The whole liability to the town may be staggering. 
 
As the business plans to involve the university/state in access and legal cooperation, the issue of the Umstead 
Act and its impact on this linkage must be addressed, from the standpoint of current plot owners and the state 
entering this economic arrangement. 
 
Finally, the unique status of the Cemetery inclusion on the National Register of Historic Places may be 
impacted and by the time this impact is realized, it is too late to undo this.  Care to protect this very special 
status must be addressed. 
 
Even though I respect the right for free enterprise and profit making businesses, I respectfully ask that this not 
be allowed in the Old Chapel Hill Cemetery, for the respect of all this buried there now and in the future. 
 
Steve Moore 
Chapel Hill, NC 
 
--  
Steve Moore, Chair 
Friends of Old Chapel Hill Cemetery 
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Amy Harvey

From: Jeanette Coffin
Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2021 2:40 PM
To: kennethgstarling@cox.net
Cc: Phillip Fleischmann; Lance Norris; Adam Searing; Allen Buansi; Amy Ryan; Andrew Creech; Camille 

Berry; Hongbin Gu; Jeanne Brown; Jeffrey Hoagland; Jess Anderson; Karen Stegman; Michael Parker; 
Pam Hemminger; Paris Miller-Foushee; Robert Beasley; Tai Huynh; Vimala Rajendran; Zachary Boyce; 
Amy Harvey; Ann Anderson; Carolyn Worsley; Laura Selmer; Loryn Clark; Mary Jane Nirdlinger; 
Maurice Jones; Rae Buckley; Ran Northam; Ross Tompkins; Sabrina Oliver

Subject: FW: Comment on Old Chapel Hill Cemetery columbarium proposal
Attachments: Chapel Hill Cemetery.docx

 
 
Thank you for your correspondence with the Town of Chapel Hill. The Mayor and Town Council are interested 
in what you have to say. By way of this email, I am forwarding your message to the Mayor and each of the 
Council Members, as well as to the appropriate staff person who may be able to assist in providing additional 
information or otherwise addressing your concerns.  
 
Again, thank you for your message. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jeanette Coffin 
 
 

 

Jeanette Coffin 
Office Assistant 
Town of Chapel Hill Manager’s Office 
405  Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 
Chapel Hill, NC 27514 
(o) 919-968-2743 | (f) 919-969-2063

 
 
 

From: Kenneth Starling [mailto:kennethgstarling@cox.net]  
Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2021 1:47 PM 
To: Town Council <mayorandcouncil@townofchapelhill.org> 
Subject: Comment on Old Chapel Hill Cemetery columbarium proposal 

 

External email: Don't click links or attachments from unknown senders. To check or report forward to 
reportspam@townofchapelhill.org 

Honorable Mayor and Town Council, 

I respectfully submit the attached public comment on the pending proposal for a columbarium project for the 
Old Chapel Hill Cemetery. 

Thank you for taking my views into consideration. 
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Kenneth G. Starling 

712 Ridge Drive, McLean, Virginia 22101 

kgs8r@virginia.edu;kgs9@georgetown.edu 



To: Honorable Mayor and Members of the Town Council 
      Town of Chapel Hill 
 
Re: Public Comment on Proposal to Construct and Operate a Columbarium In the 
       Old Chapel Hill Cemetery 
 
       I am writing in opposition to the pending proposal for construction and operation of a 
columbarium in the Old Chapel Hill Cemetery (“the Cemetery”). I endorse the views expressed 
by Stephen Moore and wish to contribute my own thoughts, which I expect reflect the feelings of 
many UNC alumni. 
 
        First, I will state my interest in this matter. I graduated from Carolina in 1969 and lived in 
Chapel Hill while attending Duke Law School, where I met my wife. Although my wife and I 
have lived, practiced law, and raised our children in the metropolitan Washington, D.C. area for 
many years, like so many other UNC alumni I have an enduring love for the University and the 
Town. Indeed, our daughter, son-in-law and grandson now live in Chapel Hill and we are in the 
process of relocating there. In addition, my wife and I are to be buried in the Cemetery. 
 
        With regard to the proposal to establish a commercial columbarium in the Cemetery, I 
would like to offer a few perspectives on the potential impact of the project. 
 
        First, I would offer the perspective of a student who found the Cemetery a unique part of 
my University education and experience. Immediately adjacent to the paths that are filled daily 
with rushing and aspiring young people, the Cemetery contributes (and has always contributed) 
to the spiritual and philosophical perspectives of countless students. It serves as a quiet, beautiful 
and accessible place for the young to contemplate the lives of the remarkable people who have 
preceded them. This precious and enriching aspect of student life in Chapel Hill should be 
preserved and protected from detrimental change. 
 
        Second, I would offer my perspective on the potential detrimental effect of a columbarium 
to this precious environment. I am the owner of burial plots adjacent to the graves of my parents 
in a lovely cemetery in High Point. Those plots are within fifty feet of a large columbarium. On 
days when many relatives and friends visit the columbarium, the otherwise pastoral and tranquil 
atmosphere of the greater part of the cemetery can be disturbed by the numbers of visitors to the 
columbarium site. In the same way, the proposed columbarium for the Cemetery could do 
irreversible harm to the invaluable spiritual and contemplative haven that the Cemetery has been 
for so many for so long. 
 
        Thank you for the opportunity to offer these views for your consideration. 
 
                                                                                          Respectfully, 
 
                                                                                           Kenneth G. Starling 
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Amy Harvey

From: John A. Shearer <johnashearer@me.com>
Sent: Sunday, October 24, 2021 3:31 PM
To: Amy Harvey
Subject: Omitted Exhibit A in Legal Aspects.pdf of columbarium project presentation

Categories: Agenda Packet Process

External email: Don't click links or attachments from unknown senders. To check or report forward to 
reportspam@townofchapelhill.org 

Good morning Ms. Harvey,  
 
I discovered the omission of a group of documents that were intended to appear as Exhibit A in the Legal Aspects pdf. If 
possible, please send the group along to the Mayor and Council and I will copy Ms. Anderson and Mr. Fleischmann. It 
contains the Quitclaim Deed from the State of NC to the Town in 1989, which is key to my presentation. 
 
My deep appreciation for your efforts, 
 
John Shearer 
 
 






























	additional materials-01-01-Emails From the Public
	additional materials-01-02-Emails From the Public
	additional materials-01-03-Emails From the Public
	additional materials-01-04-Emails From the PublicChapel Hill Cemetery
	additional materials-01-Exhibit A Legal Aspects

