COVID-19 Vaccine

Quintana Stewart, MPA
Orange County Health Director

Orange County Declaration of
State of Emergency

• Amended December 16, 2020
• Follows the terms of the Governor’s current and future Executive
Orders related to the COVID-19 Public Health Emergency
 Executive Order 188 – Modified Stay at Home Order extended through at least
January 29, 2021

• Secretarial Directive - issued on January 6th ; remains in effect until
rescinded. The Directive orders the following:
 Only leave home for essential activities such as going to work or school, for
health care purposes, to care for family members or to buy food.
 Avoid leaving home if you are over 65 or at high risk for developing serious
illness. Use delivery services or alternative pick-up methods for food and
retail.
 Avoid gathering with people who do not live with you.
 Wear a mask and keep distance from people when you leave home.
 Avoid any indoor public spaces where people are not wearing masks.
 Stay away from crowds. Avoid places where people may gather in large
numbers.

Vaccine Distribution Plan
• Vaccine providers are required to follow the NC DHHS
Vaccine Priority list as outlined in the NC DHHS COVID-19
Vaccination Plan.
• Guiding Principles for the plan include:
– All North Carolinians have equitable access to vaccines
– Vaccine planning and distribution is inclusive; actively engages
state and local government, public and private partners; and
draws upon the experience and expertise of leaders from
historically marginalized populations.
– Transparent, accurate, and frequent public communications is
essential to building trust.
– Data is used to promote equity, track progress, and guide
decision-making.
– Appropriate stewardship of resources and continuous
evaluation and improvement drive successful implementation.
– No dose is wasted

Vaccine Provider Enrollment
• Enrollment Complete for:
– Hospitals, Local Health Departments, Federal
Pharmacies for LTC settings (Walgreens & CVS)

• Currently Enrolling:
– FQHC’s, Rural Health Centers and Free and Charitable
Clinics

• Next to Enroll:
– Corrections health, occupational health, providers
serving congregate living settings, etc.
*NC’s provider enrollment strategy is based upon the
prioritization strategy *

Vaccine Distribution
https://files.nc.gov/covid/documents/vaccines/NCDHHS-Vaccine-Infographic.pdf

Changes to NC DHHS Priority Groups
• There were multiple announcements made
Tuesday, January 12th stating that the CDC
recommends State’s include the following 2
groups in Phase 1b:
– persons aged 65–74 years,
– persons aged 16–64 years with high-risk medical
conditions

• As of January 12th at 1pm, NC DHHS has not
made any changes to the vaccine priority groups.
They are awaiting additional federal guidance.
Upon receipt of new guidance, NC DHHS will
review and communicate any changes to the
Counties.

Who is being vaccinated now?
• Phase 1a:
– Health care workers at highest risk for COVID-19
exposure: Such as doctors, nurses and those caring for
and cleaning areas used by COVID-19 patients
– Long-term care staff and residents: People living and
working in places like skilled nursing facilities or group
homes

• Phase 1b, Group 1:
– North Carolinians age 75+: Limited supplies mean
those age 75 and over may have to wait, but they
have one of the first spots to take their shot

Vaccine Distribution
https://covid19.ncdhhs.gov/dashboard/vaccinations

New Variant Strain of COVID-19
• Newly reported variants of concerns, including
B.1.1.7 (“UK variant”) have not been identified
in NC, but B.1.1.7 has been identified in other
states and is likely circulating here.
• Variant strain appears to be more contagious
but does not seem to make people more ill
• The existing vaccines don’t appear to be any
less effective against the new mutations,
though they may need to be tweaked in the
future

Keep practicing the 3 Ws:
Wear, Wait, and Wash.

• Getting the COVID-19 vaccine and following the 3 Ws
is everyone’s best protection from getting and
spreading COVID-19.
• Continue using the 3 Ws and limiting social gatherings
until most people are vaccinated.

Questions?
Quintana Stewart, MPA
qstewart@orangecountync.gov
Orange County Health Department COVID
Vaccine
https://www.orangecountync.gov/2617/Vaccine

