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Amy Harvey

From: Jeanette Coffin
Sent: Wednesday, March 04, 2020 1:13 PM
To: Geoffrey F. Green
Cc: Judy Johnson; Becky McDonnell; Allen Buansi; Amy Ryan; Hongbin Gu; Jeanne Brown; Jess Anderson; 

Karen Stegman; Michael Parker; Pam Hemminger; Tai Huynh; Amy Harvey; Carolyn Worsley; 
Catherine Lazorko; Flo Miller; Laura Selmer; Mary Jane Nirdlinger; Maurice Jones; Rae Buckley; Ralph 
Karpinos; Ross Tompkins; Sabrina Oliver

Subject: RE: Bella Vista

Thank you for your correspondence with the Town of Chapel Hill. The Mayor and Town Council are interested 
in what you have to say. By way of this email, I am forwarding your message to the Mayor and each of the 
Council Members, as well as to the appropriate staff person who may be able to assist in providing additional 
information or otherwise addressing your concerns.  
 
If your email is related to a development application or a particular issue being addressed by the Council, your 
comments will be made part of the record.  If applicable, we encourage you to attend any public meetings 
related to the items addressed in your email. 
 
Again, thank you for your message. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jeanette Coffin 
 
 

 

Jeanette Coffin 
Office Assistant 
Town of Chapel Hill Manager’s Office 
405  Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 
Chapel Hill, NC 27514 
(o) 919-968-2743 | (f) 919-969-2063

 
 
 

From: Geoffrey F. Green [mailto:geoff@stuebegreen.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, March 4, 2020 8:36 AM 
To: Town Council <mayorandcouncil@townofchapelhill.org> 
Subject: Bella Vista 

 

External email: Don't click links or attachments from unknown senders. To check or report forward to 
reportspam@townofchapelhill.org 

  
  
Mayor and council members: 
 
As a resident of Meadowmont, I am particularly interested in the Bella Vista project. Like some of my other 
neighbors, I am very much in favor of this project for its opportunity to help revitalize businesses in 
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Meadowmont Village, its ability to bring much-needed commercial tax base to the town, and its location on top 
of an existing parking lot where it needs no additional infrastructure that the town will have to maintain, such as 
new roads or other utilities. As you provide guidance to the developers regarding their rezoning request, I hope 
you agree that a project like this is precisely what Chapel Hill needs and is in the right location from 
environmental and economic perspectives.  
 
Below I have copied a piece I published on my blog last week. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 

There's much more to protecting the environment than making sure trees don't get chopped down or subsidizing 
electric car chargers. We need to make sure we not only green our energy sources, but also live in a way that 
requires less energy. 

That's where the controversial proposal for a new office building in Meadowmont Village comes in. Bella Vista 
is an office, residential and retail building proposed to be built atop a current parking lot near other existing 
offices and condos. Measuring about 150,000 square feet, the project is proposed to be primarily office space 
with ground-floor retail and condos, and will incorporate structured parking below. 

Meadowmont is still a relatively new neighborhood, having begun construction in 1999. Long-time residents of 
Chapel Hill will recall the controversy surrounding its development, and the Town faced multiple lawsuits over 
its decision to permit it. Some residents of the Oaks sued the Town over the plan to extend Pinehurst Road into 
Meadowmont. Most people have made peace with it, and the hundreds of residents living in the community are 
Chapel Hill residents like any other. 

But, change is disruptive. Why suffer through short-term construction pain when the long-term benefits to the 
Town and generally don’t bring you any specific advantage? So it's not surprising that, like those who objected 
to the existence of Meadowmont, some Meadowmont residents object to the Bella Visa project. The reasons are 
what you would expect -- it's too large, it'll create too much traffic, it impinges on natural areas. One letter 
writer noted they "are not anti-development crazies," but it's simply not the right project in the right location. 
That is something you often hear with development or transit projects. It's a great idea, just don't build it near 
me. 

In truth, there are few better locations for this office building than Meadowmont, especially from an 
environmental and climate-change perspective. It's being built on top of an existing surface parking lot, so 
there's little impact to existing natural buffers or stormwater. There's a Chapel Hill Transit bus stop right outside 
the development, and several regional GoTriangle routes stop nearby. The office uses are well-suited for the 
high number of office workers who live in Meadowmont today; there's a good chance that a few existing 
Meadowmont residents will end up working there, and it will be a reason for new people to move here in the 
future. Unlike most new office developments off in the hinterlands of RTP or in Wake County, this will mean 
that an appreciable number of the employees will have the opportunity to walk, bike, or take transit to get there. 
It'll provide more employment options for all Chapel Hill residents, giving some the chance to shorten their 
commutes. In an office building, it's hard to be more climate conscious than that. 

Chapel Hill and Orange County are also in desperate need of additional nonresidential development to diversify 
the tax base and support businesses who want to open up shop or expand in Chapel Hill. There's very little 
office space available for lease. The Town is considering spending $28 million to build a new parking deck 
downtown to support 200,000 square feet of new office space; here, a developer will build more than half that 
amount with no public subsidy. The Town has tried for years to encourage new office development in the Blue 
Hill district, with no success, but a developer is eager to build in Meadowmont. The presence of hundreds of 
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additional people during weekdays will also help Meadowmont's small retail hub, which has had high turnover 
and has leased prime ground-level retail space to office uses due to a lack of demand. More retail sales means 
more tax revenue for Orange County. 

It's a neighborhood that can easily accommodate the building. There's plenty of roadway capacity, utility 
service, and multiple ultra-high-speed internet providers. I travel through the area just about every day on a 
bike, bus, or in my car, and there are no problems that this building is going to exacerbate. Nearby parking lots 
are never full. 

It's hard to imagine any other location that makes as much sense -- where a developer can build office space on 
top of existing impervious surface, next to an existing office building, without Town subsidy, in a neighborhood 
designed for a mix of different uses, and with minimal impact on neighbors like me. The Chapel Hill Town 
Council will be meeting to review the concept plan for the project on March 4. 

Geoff Green 
111 Simerville Rd. 
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Amy Harvey

From: Jeanette Coffin
Sent: Wednesday, March 04, 2020 2:18 PM
To: wbaycock@schellbray.com
Cc: Judy Johnson; Becky McDonnell; Dwight Bassett; Allen Buansi; Amy Ryan; Hongbin Gu; Jeanne 

Brown; Jess Anderson; Karen Stegman; Michael Parker; Pam Hemminger; Tai Huynh; Amy Harvey; 
Carolyn Worsley; Catherine Lazorko; Flo Miller; Laura Selmer; Mary Jane Nirdlinger; Maurice Jones; 
Rae Buckley; Ralph Karpinos; Ross Tompkins; Sabrina Oliver

Subject: FW: Letter to Town Council re Project 19-125: Bella Vista at Meadowmont
Attachments: Revised Letter to Town Council re Bella Vista.pdf

Thank you for your correspondence with the Town of Chapel Hill. The Mayor and Town Council are interested 
in what you have to say. By way of this email, I am forwarding your message to the Mayor and each of the 
Council Members, as well as to the appropriate staff person who may be able to assist in providing additional 
information or otherwise addressing your concerns.  
 
If your email is related to a development application or a particular issue being addressed by the Council, your 
comments will be made part of the record.  If applicable, we encourage you to attend any public meetings 
related to the items addressed in your email. 
 
Again, thank you for your message. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jeanette Coffin 
 
 

 

Jeanette Coffin 
Office Assistant 
Town of Chapel Hill Manager’s Office 
405  Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 
Chapel Hill, NC 27514 
(o) 919-968-2743 | (f) 919-969-2063

 
From: Aycock, William B.  
Sent: Wednesday, March 04, 2020 2:02 PM 
Update Sent: Wednesday, March 04, 2020 2:02 PM  
To: 'aharvey@townofchapelhill.org'; 'rtompkins@townofchapelhill.org' 
Subject: Letter to Town Council re Project 19‐125: Bella Vista at Meadowmont  
 
Mrs. Harvey, Mr. Tompkins,  
 
Please find the attached correspondence (and Exhibit) to the Town Council regarding the presentation of the Concept 
Plan for Bella Vista at Meadowmont, Project No. 19‐125 , scheduled for tomorrow’s Town Council meeting.  If this letter 
could be included in the materials provided to the Council for tomorrow’s meeting, I would appreciate it. 
 
In addition to the delivery of this letter, I intend to sign up to provide public comment during the time provided.  
 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions, or require any additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
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-------------------------------------------------- 

Bill Aycock  
919.869.3081 
fax:919.882.9495 
wbaycock@schellbray.com 

-------------------------------------------------- 

SchellBray 
Attorneys and Counselors at Law 
100 Europa Drive · Suite 271 · Chapel Hill, NC 27517 
www.schellbray.com 
  

Confidentiality Notice: This electronic transmission contains information from the law firm of SchellBray PLLC that may be confidential, privileged or exempt 
from disclosure under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are not authorized to use, copy, disclose or distribute the contents of this 
communication or any attachment. If you have received this transmission in error, please delete this message and any attachments from your system and 
notify us immediately by telephone at (336) 370-8800 or by reply email. Thank you for your cooperation. 
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