




















Live Fire Training Facility Project Narrative 

 

PIN: 9871800325 

6875 Millhouse Road 

11.06 Acres 

 

The Fire Departments in Orange County (10 total including Chapel Hill) have for many years 

identified a significant need for a joint training facility that could be utilized by departments 

across the County. In the absence of a joint center, The Chapel Hill Training Grounds became 

the de facto training site for the County Departments proximate to Chapel Hill. As the condition 

of the Chapel Hill “burn building” deteriorated we began communicating with The County 

Commissioners about the urgency of locating a new facility. These discussions went on for 

several years. Inability to identify land on which to locate the facility and limited financial 

resources were major obstacles. 

Last year, The Orange County Fire Chiefs’ Association supported a grant proposal, by Chief 

Phillip Nassari of the White Cross Volunteer Fire Department, to purchase a connex type live 

fire training structure. This grant was approved and approximately $350,000 was appropriated 

for purchase. These types of training structures have become common in recent years. They tend 

to be less expensive than traditional brick and mortar structures, provide opportunities for 

multiple training modalities, can be repaired and modified relatively easily and are portable. 

This new fire training structure must be purchased, delivered and installed by September 2019. 

In order to ensure that this training can be delivered to the County, I am requesting that we place 

it temporarily on Town owned land off of Millhouse Road between our Transit and Public 

Works facilities. The portability structure will allow for temporary use while other possible 

locations are explored. 

We do not anticipate any parking or traffic impacts with this use. Normally the firefighters being 

trained at the facility will travel to the site on fire apparatus that will be used in the training 

exercises. The apparatus will be staged on the site. There is the potential for one or two 

additional training vehicles (SUV or pick-up trucks) that will also be parked on the site.  

The property is currently zoned MU-R1. We are requesting the property be re-zoned to OI-2 

which will allow for the placement and use of the facility on the zoning lot. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Ariel overview of the lot: 

 

 



 

Temporary Fire Life Fire Training Facility 

The facility is a container-based Class A burn structure that will allow for real fire scenarios. Live Fire 

Training Systems can be operated with a comprehensive variety of training scenarios residential or 

commercial. This will allow for Safe, realistic, and customized fire training. These structures are designed 

with multiple training props, a remote fire control and observation area, various measurement and 

detection devices, and a ventilation system. The manufacturer of the structure will also provide a 

comprehensive train-the-trainer course with qualified, experienced instructors. 

Placement of the structure will result in minimal land disturbance in a 60’x44’ area. 

 



 

 



 



NOTES:
1. THIS SURVEY WAS PERFORMED WITHOUT THE BENEFIT OF A TITLE REPORT.  THIS PROPERTY IS SUBJECTED TO ANY SUCH FACTS OR EASEMENTS WHICH MAY BE DISCOVERED BY A FULL AND ACCURATE TITLE SEARCH.
2. UNDERGROUND UTILITIES WERE NOT LOCATED ON THIS SURVEY.  ANY SUCH UTILITIES SHOWN SHOULD BE CONSIDERED FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY.
3. ALL DISTANCES ARE HORIZONTAL GROUND DISTANCES UNLESS OTHERWISE SPECIFIED.
4. AREA CALCULATED USING CAD SOFTWARE METHODS.
5. BOUNDARY COMPUTED PER PB 78 PAGE 145, "PROPERTY SURVEYED FOR STANLEY E. & CLEMENSTENE NUNN," DATED 12/3/1996.
6. POSSIBLE DEED GAP SHOWN PER PB 91-1163, "PROPERTY OF WALTER AND ANNIE EVERETT A PORTION OF WHICH WAS SURVEYED FOR THE TOWN OF CHAPEL HILL AS A RECOMBINATINO WITH ADJOINING TOWN PROPERTY,"
          DATED 2/25/2002 AND REVISED 12/17/2002.
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