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To Chapel Hill Historical Commission 
 
Re:  Certificate of Appropriateness: Generator Installation 
 Margaret Rich Residence 

602 E Rosemary St. 
Chapel Hill, NC 27514 
 

Explanation of plantings to screen generator from street. 
 
A few plantings were removed to create space the generator and pad, which is why 
the photos of the space currently show it to be more bare than it has been in the 
past. 
 
We propose, once work is completed on the generator installation, to screen it from 
the street as shown on the attached site plan with evergreen plantings such as 
Nandina (see photo). It grows tall enough and dense enough to hide the generator, 
keeps it’s foliage all year round, and is very hardy. If the committee objects to 
Nandina, we are willing to take other suggestions for plantings- boxwood, or holly, 
for example. 
 
These plantings are common to this area, low maintenance, and would serve as an 
excellent screen for generator. Thank you. 
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around the left (south) elevation. The porch is supported by square columns and has a standing-seam 

metal roof. There is a one-story, five-sided bay projecting from the right elevation. A two-story, hip-

roofed ell extends from the rear (west) elevation with a hip-roofed dormer on its rear elevation. It has a 

one-story, shed-roofed bay to its left and a one-story, hip-roofed porch that wraps around the right and 

rear elevations of the ell, supported by square posts with a decorative gable on the rear elevation. A low 

stone wall extends across the front and right sides of the property. The house appears on the 1915 

Sanborn map, the earliest to record this part of Rosemary Street.  

 C-Building – Garage, c. 1920 – Two-story, front-gabled, frame garage has board-and-batten 

sheathing with weatherboards in the gables, a 5V metal roof with exposed rafter tails, and two vehicle 

bays on the east elevation.  

 

602 E. Rosemary – George and Sarah Pickard House – c. 1925  C – Building  

Located at the southeast corner of East Rosemary and North Boundary streets, this two-story, 

side-gabled, Colonial Revival-style house is five bays wide and double-pile. It has mitered 

weatherboards, nine-over-one wood-sash windows, partial cornice returns, an interior brick chimney, and 

an exterior brick chimney on the right (west) elevation. Quarter-round windows flank the chimney on the 

right gable end and there is a half-round window in the left (east) gable. The six-panel door has leaded-

glass-over-one-light sidelights and a three-part leaded-glass transom. The entrance is sheltered by a 

shallow, hip-roofed porch supported by columns with a low wood railing at the roofline. On the right 

elevation, a one-story, flat-roofed porch is supported by grouped columns, is accessed by fifteen-light 

French doors with six-light transoms on the right elevation, and has a railing at the roofline. An entrance 

on the left elevation has a gabled entrance porch with an arched ceilings and lattice walls; the porch was 

added after 1974.  There are two two-story gabled ells projecting from the rear elevation with a two-

story, shed-roofed section between the ells and a full-width, one-story, shed-roofed wing at the rear that 

has a roof-level deck with wood railing. County tax records date the building to 1925 and Sanborn maps 

confirm its construction between 1925 and 1932. The house was built by Brodie Thompson for George 

and Sarah Pickard. 

 

610 E. Rosemary – Horace Williams House (No. 36) – 1840s, c. 1855, c. 1890 C – Building  

 The Horace Williams House was built in several stages throughout the mid- to late nineteenth 

century. The earliest section, now the dining room wing, at the southwest corner of the building is a one-

story, low-pitched, side-gabled building with a stuccoed exterior. The building, which faces west, is two 

bays wide and single-pile with six-over-six wood-sash windows, an interior stuccoed chimney, and a hip-

roofed porch on the west elevation that is supported by paneled columns and accessed by two Greek 

Revival-style two-panel doors with two-light transoms. Between 1852 and 1855, the octagonal room was 

constructed just east of the dining room wing and connected to it via an open breezeway.  The octagonal 

room was built by Professor Benjamin S. Hendrick, a mathematician, because he had learned that the 

bee-hive cell is one of the strongest structures in nature. It features a stuccoed exterior with inset porches 

on the northwest, northeast, and southeast corners, each supported by a stucco-covered pier, sheltering 
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Unofficial Property Record Card - Orange County, NC
General Property Data

Parcel ID  9788682991
Property Owner SEMANS JAMES D Property Location 602 ROSEMARY ST

Property Use
Mailing Address 602 E ROSEMARY ST Most Recent Sale Date 7/31/1997

Legal Reference 1615/174
City CHAPEL HILL Grantor HOGAN

State NC Sale Price 330,000
Zipcode 27514 Land Area 1 LOT

Current Property Assessment

Card 1 Value Building Value 425,300 Other Features
Value 0 Land Value 266,000 Total Value 691,300

Building Description
Building Style Single Fam Foundation Type 1/4 Basement Heating Type Combo H&A

# of Living Units 1 Roof Structure Gable Heating Fuel N/A
Year Built 1925 Roof Cover Shingle Air Conditioning 100%

Finished Area (SF) 3081 Siding Frame # of Bsmt Garages 0
Full Baths 3 1/2 Baths 0 3/4 Baths 0

# of Other Fixtures 0

Legal Description
602 E ROSEMARY ST

Narrative Description of Property
This property contains 1 LOT of land mainly classified as with a(n) Single Fam style building, built about 1925 , having a finished area of 3081 square
feet, with Frame exterior and Shingle roof cover, with 1 unit(s).

Property Sketch

Disclaimer: This information is believed to be correct but is subject to change and is not warranteed.


