
To:  Chapel Hill Historic District Commission (HDC) 
From:  COA Applicant Erik V. Mehlman, AIA 
Re:  306 N Boundary Street COA Application supplemental materials 
Date:  February 22, 2019 
 
The following request for supplemental materials was issued from the HDC to the 
applicant on 2/15/19 after the 2/12/19 HDC meeting. 
 

1) Provide more detailed information on trees and landscape that may be affected 
by the proposed work. 

2) Clarify what exactly is original, changed in the 90s, and proposed. 
3) Address what is happening with the rock wall underneath the existing home 

South entry porch. We have received the attached photo submitted with public 
testimony. 

 
Please see original requests (in italics) and responses below. 
 

1) Provide more detailed information on trees and landscape that may be affected 
by the proposed work. 

 
The original proposal included a 3-car garage located tight to the setback lines and on 
top of an existing rock site wall in the Northwest corner of the property. Upon receipt of 
the full tree survey and historic site information, the proposed garage plan was reduced 
to a 2-car garage and pushed approximately 30’ just south of the existing Coker Garden 
Design site wall. A total of nine trees including two large pines (28” + 29” dia) were 
proposed to be removed at that time. In the current proposal (see attached sheets L3.0, 
L3.1, and L4.0 along with the following description), the proposed garage and drive 
extension have been slightly reoriented to preserve the two large pines which have the 
greatest impact on the areas tree canopy coverage. Additionally, the owners have 
requested to adjust the walkway to the garage East side door to try and save a 12” Holly 
in that area. They have been notified by the team Landscape Architect, David Swanson, 
and Certified Arborist, Bryan Lowrance, that the tree proximity to the garage and path 
pose a threat to its long-term health. The tree is noted as such on the plans. Twelve 
new significant plantings (see sheet L4.0 for details) are proposed to the North and 
West of the proposed garage location to provide screening to neighboring sites. 
 

2) Clarify what exactly is original, changed in the 90s, and proposed. 
 
See attached sheets L3.01 for the existing conditions and L3.11 for proposed 
conditions. Note that all existing Coker era site walls, paths, and stairs are to be 
retained. Note that all trees documented as part of the Coker Garden design in the 1990 
property botanical survey are to be retained. 
 

3) Address what is happening with the rock wall underneath the existing home 
South entry porch. We have received the attached photo submitted with public 
testimony. 



 
See attached sheet “South Entry Site Wall Question” for details. The photo submitted is 
of a rock wall under the existing South entry stair. It was constructed as part of the 
Peacock Home construction in 1991. The tall portion of this wall and the extensions that 
run South and around the driveway circle were all designed as part of the Peacock 
Home design. The tall portion of wall that runs East/West directly under the wooden 
stairs is located in line with the original Coker Garden site wall that extends far to the 
East. The shorter wing wall extensions are also in the line of the original Coker Garden 
site wall and were newly constructed and/or reconstructed at the time of the 1991 
Peacock Home construction. The foundation of the new proposed South entry stair will 
come down to grade in the location of the existing 1991 tall East/West section of wall 
described above. Therefore, that short section of 1991 wall will be removed. The shorter 
wing wall extensions will be deconstructed and reconstructed much the same as they 
were in 1991 in order that they remain in place. The line of the original Coker Garden 
site wall will be maintained with no more disturbance than when it was replaced in 1991. 
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306 North Boundary Street - Supplemental Information
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306 North Boundary Street - Supplemental Information
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CURRENT AERIAL IMAGE W/PROPOSED OVERLAY
306 North Boundary Street - Supplemental Information

Note: No significant 
canopy removal at 
proposed garage 
location
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1991 “short wing 
wall extensions” 
to remain

1991 “tall portion” of 
wall to be removed

SOUTH ENTRY WALL QUESTION
306 North Boundary Street - Supplemental Information
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306 North Boundary Street - Previously Submitted Information
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Split-face 
concrete blocks

Brick Masonry

Rowlock Sill

Copper Gutters and Downspouts

Gravel Drive + 
Screen Fence 1991

Hard Surfaced Stucco

Gravel drive + 
Screen Fence 2019

Wood Screen

Gravel Drive

EXISTING MATERIALS
306 North Boundary Street - Previously Submitted Information
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Pre-cast Concrete Lintels

EXISTING MATERIALS
306 North Boundary Street - Previously Submitted Information
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New constructionEXISTING AND PROPOSED LOWER FLOOR PLANS
306 North Boundary Street - Previously Submitted Information
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