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407 North – Hope Summerell Chamberlain House – c. 1950   C – Building  

The largest house in the 400 block of North Street, this one-and-a-half-story, side-gabled, Period 

Cottage is four bays wide and double-pile. It has a painted brick veneer, eight-over-eight wood-sash 

windows, and a projecting, front-gabled wing centered on the façade. The front-gabled wing is two bays 

wide with an exterior brick chimney on its right (east) end and a cat-slide roof sheltering an arched 

entrance bay on the left (west) end. Recessed within the entrance bay is a six-panel door.  There is a hip-

roofed dormer on the left end of the façade that has paired eight-light casement windows and diagonal 

wood sheathing. There is a one-story, side-gabled wing at the rear of the right elevation with an inset 

screened porch at the right rear (northeast) corner. In front of it, flush with the façade, is a flat-roofed 

porch on full-height brick piers that has been enclosed with wood on the façade and has a single window 

on the right elevation. A full-width, one-story, shed-roofed wing extends across the rear elevation. 

While county tax records date the house to 1946, the house is not present on the 1949 Sanborn, 

but was likely constructed soon after. Hope Summerell, granddaughter of Elisha Mitchell, the UNC 

professor, geologist and botanist for whom Mount Mitchell is named, contracted Charles York to build 

this house for her in 1946. Chamberlain was an artist, author, and civic worker who wrote and illustrated 

several books. She lived in the house until her death, after which it was purchase by Henry Wilkins 

Lewis in 1966. Lewis was an attorney, author, professor, director of the Institute of Government at UNC 

from 1973 to 1978, and vice-president of UNC from 1968 to 1969.   

 

408-412 North – (former) Episcopal Rectory – c. 1850, late 19th century, c. 1915   

         C – 3 Buildings 

About 1915, the Episcopal Rectory was moved to this site (now two parcels) and separated into 

three buildings, 408, 410, and 412 North Street, set back from the road and arranged around an open front 

yard.  The house at 408 North Street is a one-story, side-gabled house that is three bays wide and single-

pile with plain weatherboards, partial cornice returns, and six-over-nine wood-sash windows. It has a 

decorative, Greek Revival-style façade with a modillion cornice, projecting windows, and a six-panel 

door with four-light-over-one-panel sidelights in a classical surround with a carved denticulated 

entablature supported by pilasters. There is an exterior, stucco-covered chimney and a garden window on 

the rear (south) elevation.  

At the center of the cluster of three cottages, 410 North Street is a one-story, side-gabled house 

that is three bays wide and two bays deep. It has wood shingles, paired four-over-four wood-sash 

windows, and a five-panel door centered on the façade that is sheltered by a shed roof on heavy sawn 

brackets, added when the house was moved. A wide, shed-roofed addition extends across the rear of the 

building and a chimney was removed from the building after 1992. 

On the east end of the site, 412 North Street is a one-story, side-gabled cottage that is five bays 

wide and single-pile with German-profile weatherboards, one-over-one wood-sash windows, and partial 

cornice returns. The one-light-over-three-panel door is centered on the façade and flanked by narrow 

windows. It sheltered by a three-bay-wide, shed-roofed porch, constructed when the house was moved to 

this site, that is supported by square columns with a Chippendale-style railing.  
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Unofficial Property Record Card - Orange County, NC
General Property Data

Parcel ID  9788584909
Property Owner MAY ROBERT E JR Property Location UNKNOWN

Property Use
Mailing Address 408 NORTH ST Most Recent Sale Date 9/19/2013

Legal Reference 5618/247
City CHAPEL HILL Grantor

State NC Sale Price 0
Zipcode 27514 Land Area 0.24 AC

Current Property Assessment

Card 1 Value Building Value 32,300 Other Features
Value 0 Land Value 285,000 Total Value 317,300

Total Parcel
Value Building Value 75,500 Xtra Features

Value 0 Land Value 285,000 Total Value 360,500

Building Description
Building Style Single Fam Foundation Type Masonry Heating Type Forced Air

# of Living Units 1 Roof Structure Gable Heating Fuel N/A
Year Built 1850 Roof Cover Shingle Air Conditioning 0%

Finished Area (SF) 496 Siding Frame # of Bsmt Garages 0
Full Baths 1 1/2 Baths 0 3/4 Baths 0

# of Other Fixtures 0

Legal Description
2 ROBERT E MAY JR P111/176

Narrative Description of Property
This property contains 0.24 AC of land mainly classified as with a(n) Single Fam style building, built about 1850 , having a finished area of 496 square
feet, with Frame exterior and Shingle roof cover, with 1 unit(s).

Property Sketch

Disclaimer: This information is believed to be correct but is subject to change and is not warranteed.














