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Launch Funding Renewal 

& Increase Request

Dwight Bassett, Economic Development Officer, Town of 

Chapel Hill

Amy Linnane, Launch Program Director

Town of Chapel Hill | 415 Martin Luther King Jr. BLVD | www.townofchapelhill.org



Town of Chapel Hill | 405 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. | www.townofchapelhill.org
Town of Chapel HillTown of Chapel Hill | 415 Martin Luther King Jr. BLVD | www.townofchapelhill.org

Decision 
1. Continue funding for Launch for next 3 

years.

2. Consider adding $10,000 annually to 

funding to replace 3 Birds contribution 

which ends December 2018 ($5,000 in FY2018-

2019 budget)
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Town: 

$30,000 Initial annual commitment
$10,000 Contribution from 3 Birds (with incentive agreement*)
$33,500 Support for co-working (2018 Budget)

County:
$40,000 County Contribution
$33,500 County for co-working (2018 Budget)

UNC:
$150,000 +  UNC Commitment to 
staff and other program needs 
(and soliciting donors through 
UNC)

Current Funding

Town Request: $10,000 to replace 3 birds contribution

Town of Chapel Hill | 415 Martin Luther King Jr. BLVD | www.townofchapelhill.org

Icon from Flat Pick

* 3 Birds Agreement ends December 2018
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 Academic Benchmarking (Southern Village)

 Quantworks (Downtown) 

 Jury X (Downtown) 

Companies that have experienced job 

growth after graduating from Launch:



Town of Chapel Hill | 405 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. | www.townofchapelhill.org
Town of Chapel Hill

Amy Linnane, Program Director
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Launch 

Program
Program Overview:

• Applications 2x/ year

• Increase scalability/impact

• Provide mentorship, 

workshops, tech resources

• Give back to and benefit 

from community
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Successes
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Retention: Start-Ups still in Business

Town of Chapel Hill

2014

45%

2015

53%

2016

62%

2017

94%
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Start-Up Success
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Media and Press

Town of Chapel Hill

Icons made by Free pick
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Recommendation:

That the Council adopt the resolution (R7) 

renewing funding and supporting the proposed 

increase for this economic development work 

and redirect the funds to the new organization.


