Historic Civil Rights Commemorations
Task Force
Chapel Hill Nine Recommendation

Town of Chapel Hill | 405 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. | www.townofchapelhill.org



Background

September 2017

Mayor Hemminger forms Historic Civil Rights Commemorations Task Force.
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Negro Teenagers
Are Found Guilty
Of Trespassing

Nine Negro teenagers charged with trespass as the
reslt of a spontaneous sit-in demonstration at Colonial
Drug btore last month _were found guilty in Chapel Hill
uesday.
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Background

June 2018:

 HCRC Task force presents Council with report of its work & timeline of
Chapel Hill Civil Rights, fulfilling its charge.

* Council authorizes the Chapel Hill Nine subcommittee to develop a
recommendation for historical marker.
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Share & Engage
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Share & Engage
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Share & Engage

Save the Date for an Exhibit Opening
l

Open Our Future
Friday, November 30 at 7:00
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Honor History Makers
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Commemorate
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l “PEACE AND JUSTICE PLAZA

) 2009

"True peace is not merely the absence of
some negative forcey it is the presence of justice."

- Martin Luther King, Jr.
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Background

June 2018:

 HCRC Task force presents Council with report of its work & timeline of
Chapel Hill Civil Rights, fulfilling its charge.

* Council authorizes the Chapel Hill Nine subcommittee to develop a
recommendation for historical marker.
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Develop a recommendation for a commemorative
marker honoring the high school students responsible
for Chapel Hill’s first sit-in.

e Reconcile the historical record

* Engage stakeholders
* Develop interests and design considerations for marker
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Reconcile Historical Record
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Reconcile Historical Record

In Racial Demonstrations

Teenagers Stand 3
Trial Tomorrow

. Demonstrati Are Found Guilt

Nine Negro teenage,rs charged
with trespass in' last week's
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Recommendation

Install a commemorative marker

This history should be permanently commemorated for the
benefit of the whole community and future generations.
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Design Interests

Inform visitors about the first sit-in in Chapel Hill, including who the Chapel
Hill Nine were and their role in Chapel Hill’s Civil Rights Movement.

Be located in historical context at the site of the first sit-in.

Be physically and intellectually accessible and engaging to a broad
audience.

Inspire reflection and conversation.
Be aesthetically pleasing.

Evoke community history and connections.
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Engage Stakeholders

WEST END ENTERTAINMENT
601 W MAIN ST, SUITE E
DURHAM, NC 27701
919.636.8543

—

THE UNIVERSITY
of NORTH CAROLINA
at CHAPEL HILL

L

October 12, 2018

Town Council

Town of Chapel Hill

405 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd
Chapel Hill, NC 27514

Dear Council Members,

| am writing in support of the Chapel Hill Nine Committee’s proposed commemorative marker honoring
the first sit-ins in Chapel Hill.

In 1960, 450 West Franklin Street was home to Colonial Drug Co., the site of the first sit-in protesting the
segregated lunch counter housed inside the drugstore. As the current owner of the building and the
business, West End Wine Bar, now located at 450 West Franklin Street, | fully support the
commemoration of this event with the proposed marker.

The general manager of my companies has met with members of the Chapel Hill Nine Committee to
learn about the concept behind the commemorative marker, its proposed location, and initial design
concept. The proposed plan has my full support and the support of the general manager, Olivia Gray.

We are honored to be part of this process and proud for this location to be recognized as the site of
such an important historical event for the Town of Chapel Hill and its community.

Kind Regards,

Jared Resnick
Oown

m

Olivia Gray
General Manage

West End Entertainment, LLC
601 West Main St, Suite E, Durham, NC
919-636-8543 | olivia@westendwinebar.com
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Text & Photos

On this site on Sunday, February 28, 1960, nine young men from
Lincoln High School entered what was then the Colonial Drug Store, sat
at a booth and sought the same service that was given to white
customers. They remained seated after they were refused service and
told to leave. In time, they left voluntarily and were confronted by
police who took down their names as they stood on this sidewalk.

Their courageous step sparked a decade of civil rights demonstrations
in Chapel Hill.
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Text & Photos
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Materials

“In the hallways of Lincoln
High School, after school at
M *n N’s Grill, and late at
night on the Rock Wall,
black teenagers were
talking, reflecting on the
protest movement that was
spreading across the state,
and reaching decisions, both
personal and collective,
about how to act.”
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Location
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We were troublemakers.

challenged it head on. . .
we were disobedient to that
extent, disobedient to those
who told us to be obedient,
but obedient to our own
consciences as it were.

—Harold Foster
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Recommended Council Action

That the Council:

« Accept the recommendation for
commemorative marker

« Refer implementation to Town Manager
and staff

e Dissolve subcommittee

Town of Chapel Hill | 405 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. | www.townofchapelhill.org



