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HCRC Task Force

Town of Chapel Hill | 405 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. | www.townofchapelhill.org

CH Nine Subcommittee
June—Oct. 2018

Implementation
Nov 2018—Feb. 2020

HCRC Task Force
Sep. 2017—June 2018

• Engage community
• Develop timeline

• Reconcile history
• Develop marker 

recommendation

• Share & Engage
• Honor history makers
• Commemorate 

significant events
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CH 9 Subcommittee Goals
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Reconcile the 
historical record

Develop a 
recommendation for 

commemorative 
marker

Engage 
stakeholders

Assist and inform on related projects D
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Reconcile Historical Record
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• Reach agreement with 

historians, community

• Intensive review secondary 

sources, oral histories, & 

primary source documents

• Interview living members of 

Chapel Hill Nine
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Findings
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Recommendation
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Install a commemorative marker
This history should be permanently commemorated for the 
benefit of the whole community and future generations. 
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Recommendation
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Text & Photos On this site on Sunday, February 28, 1960, nine young men 
from Lincoln High School entered what was then the Colonial 
Drug Store, sat at a booth and sought the same service that 
was given to white customers.  They remained seated after 
they were refused service and told to leave. In time, they left 
voluntarily and were confronted by police who took down their 
names as they stood on this sidewalk. Their courageous step 
sparked a decade of civil rights demonstrations in Chapel Hill.

Harold Foster (18)

William Cureton (18)

John Farrington (17)

Earl Geer (16)

David Mason Jr. (17)

Clarence Merritt Jr. (17)

James Merritt (16)

Douglas “Clyde” Perry (17)

Albert Williams (16)
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Recommendation
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Materials & Permanence
“In the hallways of Lincoln 

High School, after school at 

M ‘n N’s Grill, and late at 

night on the Rock Wall, 

black teenagers were 

talking, reflecting on the 

protest movement that was 

spreading across the state, 

and reaching decisions, both 

personal and collective, 

about how to act.”
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Recommendation
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Location
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Recommendation
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Stakeholders
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Share & Engage
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Local History Trading Cards
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Share & Engage
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Visual timeline
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Share & Engage
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Online & Interactive
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Share & Engage
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Chapel Hill Nine video

D
R

A
FT



Honor History Makers
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History In Transit
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Commemorate
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Peace and Justice Plaza ● Historical Marker
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We were troublemakers. 

We questioned authority and 

challenged it head on. . . 

we were disobedient to that 

extent, disobedient to those 

who told us to be obedient, 

but obedient to our own 

consciences as it were. 

–Harold Foster

Town of Chapel Hill | 405 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. | www.townofchapelhill.org

Remember
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That the Council:

• Accept the recommendation for 
commemorative marker

• Refer implementation to Town Manager 
and staff

•Dissolve subcommittee

Recommended Council Action
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