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HCRC Task Force Charge

Create a timeline that identifies people, places, and 
events significant in the Town’s civil rights struggle
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HCRC Task Force Members
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• Ken Broun
• Nancy Oates
• Donna Bell
• Sally Greene
• James Britt
• Reginald Hildebrand
• Dianne Jackson
• David Mason

• Danita Mason-Hogans
• OJ McGee
• Mae McLendon
• Jim Merritt
• Cecelia Moore
• Megan Stanley
• Albert Williams



Research & draft 
timeline

Develop 
recommendations

HCRC Task Force Process

Town of Chapel Hill | 405 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. | www.townofchapelhill.org

Working Group
Chapel Hill Nine 
Subcommittee



•Inclusive & Collaborative  

•Transparent & Ethical

•Timely

HCRC Task Force Guiding Values
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• Deliver to Council a living document, open to 
revision and new information

• Develop a collaborative process for collecting 
community history

• Design mechanism for interactive community 
engagement

• Develop a set of recommendations for next steps

HCRC Task Force Outcomes/Goals
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chapelhillpubliclibrary.org/civilrights

HCRC Task Force Community Input
Share your experiences with us. 

Tell us your stories. 
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HCRC Task Force Community Input
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•1963-1964: well 
documented in The 
Free Men and Courage 
in the Moment

•Movement led by 
university students & 
faculty

Findings: Written History
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• Indigenous movement with 
long community history

•Direct action powered by 
young high school students in 
1960

•Largely unrecognized

•Led the way for later protests 
in 1963-1964
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Findings: Our Community Teaches Us



Clarence Merritt Jr., 17

Douglas Perry, 17

James Merritt, 16

Harold Foster, 18

Dave Mason Jr., 17

William Cureton, 18

Albert Williams, 16

Earl Geer, 16

John Farrington, 17

Findings: Chapel Hill Nine
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Share and Engage: Display Timeline throughout the Town
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HCRC Task Force: Recommendations



Share and Engage: Develop an interactive, engaging 
online history

HCRC Task Force: Recommendations
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Share and Engage: Develop Community Conversation 
Series

HCRC Task Force: Recommendations
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Commemorate: Authorize Chapel Hill Nine Subcommittee 
to plan historical marker

HCRC Task Force: Recommendations
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Commemorate: Collaborate with other community 
organizations

HCRC Task Force: Recommendations
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Commemorate: Consider Harold Foster for Peace and 
Justice Plaza

We were troublemakers. We questioned 

authority and challenged it head on. . . we 

were disobedient to that extent, disobedient 

to those who told us to be obedient, but 

obedient to our own consciences as it were. 

–Harold Foster
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HCRC Task Force: Recommendations



That the Council adopt Resolution R-13 to:

• accept the Task Force’s report,

• dissolve the full Task Force,

• authorize the Chapel Hill Nine Subcommittee to 
continue its work and make a recommendation to 
Council in early Fall 2018, and

• authorize the Town Manager and staff to review the 
report and plan next steps.

Recommended Council Action
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