
Town of Chapel Hill
Climate Action and Response Plan



What’s the context for 
climate action in Chapel Hill?



Town Council adopted 
the plan in 2021

Received a 2-year 
implementation plan

Authorized a $470k 
climate budget for     
FY 2022

FY 2023 budget is 
$550k



Town & Community Climate Goals

50%
Emissions reduction by 
2030 

Net-zero
By 2050

80%
Clean, renewable 
energy by 2030 

100%
Clean, renewable 
energy by 2050





What are the top emissions
reduction action categories
in Chapel Hill?



1. Green the grid ▼ 30-31% 2. Sustainable transportation ▼ 12-13%

3. Sustainable development ▼ 11% 4. Green building retrofits ▼ 6-7%



Recent Climate Action Highlights









EV Charging Infrastructure

Staff Lead: Brennan Bouma
(Office of Sustainability & Resilience)



EV Charging at Eubanks Park & Ride Lot
Reduces emissions 6.8 metric tons/year



Fleet Electrification

Staff Leads: Mark Agosto (Public Works), 
Brennan Bouma (Office of Sustainability 
& Resilience)



Ford E-Connect Van at Public Works
Equal to 61-66 mpg, 110+ mile range, zero tailpipe emissions



EV Charging Stations at Public Works
6 level 2 electric vehicle chargers installed



Graphic: Alex Carrasquillo, CHPD



Mobility Plan Implementation

Staff Leads: Bergen Watterson, Josh Mayo 
(Planning), Chris Roberts (Public Works)



Mobility Plan Updates

 Wayfinding Strategy 
(needs implementation funding)

Old Durham-Chapel Hill Rd bike lanes, 
sidewalks
(largely done, finalizing punch list)

Ephesus Church Rd bike lanes
(installed, sidewalk needs funding)

Estes Dr Connectivity Project 
(estimated completion winter 2023)



Mobility Plan Updates Continued

Homestead Rd Sidewalks, Multi-use Path
(2nd bid opens May 10th)

Estes Drive Extension Bike-Ped
(seeking design firm)

Bolin Creek Greenway Extension
(seeking design firm)





NC Building Code
Comments submitted to NC Building Code 
Council in support of proposed
amendments to the State’s Energy
Conservation Code

Projected benefits of proposal:

16.3% energy savings statewide

$300+ in annual household utility savings

34 million metric tons of emissions avoided





Cedar Falls Turf Field Upgrades

Staff Lead: Kevin Robinson (Parks & Rec)



Cedar Falls LED Lighting + Turf Upgrades
Reduces emissions 12.8 metric tons/year



Water, Wastewater & Natural Resources



Storm Drain Murals

Staff Leads: Steve Wright (Community Arts
and Culture), Sammy Bauer (Stormwater)



Artist: Alice Holleman
Location: Town Hall



Artist: Anna Payne Rogers Previtte
Location: Rosemary Street



Artist: Jesse White
Location: N. Columbia St.



Artist: Kelly Schrader
Location: Airport Gardens Apartment



Orange County Creek Week

Staff Lead: Sammy Bauer (Stormwater)



By the numbers…

40 events

700+ participants

676 species observed

3,000 lbs. of trash removed

YouTube video link 
Data: Kristin Prelipp, Orange County

https://www.youtube.com/shorts/QDt9pRiJ9aA


Earth Day Compost Pail Education 
Station and Giveaway

Staff Lead: Meeghan Rosen (Library)



500 compost pails 
given away on Earth Day



Next Quarterly Update:
Fall 2023


