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What do housing crises look like?





Orange County Homeless Service System



Racial disparity continues – Who’s experiencing 
homelessness in Orange County? 





Everyone has a Role

•Street Outreach
• Served 124 people
• 64% male-identified; 34% female-identified
• 50% Black/AA; 35% white
• 48% living with MH; 36% Physical disability
• 31% earn $1000+ monthly



Everyone has a Role

•Rapid Re-housing
• Served 45 Households
• 61% male-identified; 39% female-identified
• 59% Black/AA; 33% white
• 64% living with 1+ health conditions (MH, 
Physical, Chronic health)

• 50% have no income at entry



Everyone has a Role

•Permanent Supportive Housing
• Served 19 Households
• 50% male-identified; 50% female-identified
• 40% Black/AA; 40% white
• 70% living with 1+ health conditions (MH, 
Physical, Chronic health)

• 41% have no income at entry



Successes



Increasing Access

•Adding access sites
•Adding Street Outreach 
staff

•Coordinating across 
sectors



Increasing Collaboration
•Bringing more partners to 
the table

• Improved processes for 
feedback from People With 
Lived Experience

•Cross-CoC pilot to improve 
Housing First programs



Increasing resources – Applied for over $1 
million in HUD homeless funds in 2022



Increasing Housing



The Path Forward



We can end homelessness in Orange County
• Other communities are doing this/have done it
• What it would look like



We can end homelessness by filling the 
homeless system gaps



It is less expensive to fill gaps than to 
continue homelessness 



Please let me know how I can help

•Rachel Waltz
•rwaltz@orangecountync.gov
•919.245.2496

mailto:croot@orangecountync.gov
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