
Town of Chapel Hill
Climate Action and Response Plan



What’s the context for 
climate action in Chapel Hill?



Town Council adopted 
the plan in 2021

Received a 2-year 
implementation plan

Authorized an annual 
$470k climate budget 
for FY 2022

FY 2023 annual budget 
increased to $550k



Town & Community Climate Goals

50%
Emissions reduction by 
2030 

Net-zero
By 2050

80%
Clean, renewable 
energy by 2030 

100%
Clean, renewable 
energy by 2050





1. Green the grid ▼ 30-31% 2. Sustainable transportation ▼ 12-13%

3. Sustainable development ▼ 11% 4. Green building retrofits ▼ 6-7%



Recent Climate Action Highlights





solarizechapelhill.org



Solar in Orange County

800+ solar installations

26+ MW total solar capacity

20+ MW utility scale solar capacity

4% of electricity is clean, renewable

5 MW of new solar offsets all
electricity use from Town operations

https://energync.org/maps/



Duke Energy Carbon Plan

August 23rd Joint Letter to NCUC

Key Interests:

1. 70% carbon reduction by 2030

2. More energy savings programs

3. Rapid decline of fossil fuels

4. Ramp up renewables







Mobility Plan Updates

Old Durham-Chapel Hill Rd bike lanes, sidewalks
(largely done, finalizing punch list)

Ephesus Church Rd bike lanes
(installed, sidewalk needs funding)

Wayfinding Strategy 
(anticipated final plan by October)

Estes Dr Connectivity Project 
(anticipated completion 9/2023)





Library LED Upgrade
18-month payback
$23k in annual savings
206 MTCO2e avoided/year



Environmental Stewardship
Advisory Board
Electrification Petition



Staff Recommendation to Council

1. Update Council’s Green Building Ordinance for Town buildings
to require electric heating*

2. Update Council’s Green Building Policy Framework for private
development to encourage and incentivize electric heating*  

3. To the greatest extent possible/practical, the Town will lease 
buildings with electric heating*

*and/or another clean, renewable energy source; heating 
includes cooking, heating of space and water, etc.



Staff Recommendation to Council

If the previous recommendations are agreeable to Council,
we will plan to return in February 2023 with actionable
items:

- Amendment to Green Building Ordinance for Town buildings 
(ordinance)
- Amendment to Green Building Policy for development 
(resolution)



Next Information Item Update:
December 2022



John Richardson
Community Sustainability Manager

jrichardson@townofchapelhill.org
www.sustainchapelhill.org
(919) 969-5075




