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Certificate of Appropriateness / Application   (Item D)  
 

 
 
 
Area(s) Tabulation Summary: (Areas measured in gross square feet, UON) 

  
Existing                                           Conditioned                   Non-Conditioned 
 
Basement                                                                                        739 (net) 
Main Floor                                             (3,712)                              (300) 
Second Floor                                             918 
Third Floor                                                 425 
Fourth / Tower Observation                                                             425 
South Terrace                                                                              (1,118) 
(Sub-Total)                                              5,055*                            2,582* 
 
Proposed New 
 
Basement                                                   612                                 174 
Main Floor                                                 (568)                              (319)   
Lower Terrace                                                                               (3,192) 
(Sub-Total)                                              1,180*                             3,685* 
 
Totals                                                      6,235*                             6,267* 
 
 
 
Notes:  
Numbers in (  ) used in impervious calculations: 

 
1. Existing partial Basement (254 net sq. ft.) below South Terrace is to be demolished and re-
built w/ greater volume. 
2. 198 sq. ft. of the 319 sq. ft. (New Main Floor / Non-Conditioned) does not contribute to added 
impervious surface.  
3. Proposed new elevated Western sidewalk + rip-rap stone retention bank measures (675) sq. 
ft. impervious surface. 
4. Existing (w/o existing western sidewalk) contributes 5,130 sq. ft. to existing impervious 
surface. 
5. Proposed New (including new western sidewalk w/ retention bank) contributes 568 + 319 – 
198 + 3,192 + 675 = 4,556 sq. ft. to impervious surface.  
6. (4 + 5)  = (5,130 sq. ft. + 4,556 sq. ft.) = 9,686 sq. ft. Total Impervious Surface (Building, 
Terraces + Sidewalk) 



E. Applicable Design Guidelines. 

 

 

Section/Page Topic Brief Description of the Applicable 

Aspect of Your Proposal 

 

II/10 Site Features and 

Plantings 

Site features and plantings will be 

protected from damage during or as 

a consequence of site work.  See 

Sheet C8.1. 

 

Minimal tree removal is 

anticipated; a total of two trees.  

One of the two (an oak on the 

southeast corner) had been 

recommended for removal by the tree 

service due to its condition 

without regard to the project. 

 

 

II/22-23 Exterior Lighting The degree of exterior lighting 

remains as presently exists.  A 

chain hung chandelier light is 

included under the conical roof 

addition.  Some existing area 

features will be replaced.  

Recessed ceiling mount LED fixtures 

will be included in the archways of 

the extended loggia, the lavatory 

entry and the basement entry (7 

total).  Recessed light fixtures 

will be used at the steps and 

walkways, including the western 

steps to the lower terrace, the 

ramp walk to the basement and the 

wall along the lower terrace.  

 

III/28-29 Masonry Stone and grout will match and 

complement the original in 

material, design, dimension, detail 

and finish. 

 

Stone removed from the existing 

wall on the southeast corner will 

be used in the new wall. 

 

Where replacement in kind is not 

feasible, compatible material will 

be used.  A fieldstone supplier has 

been identified who supplies 

complementary stone. 

 



III/30-31 

and 

34-35 

Wood/Paint and 

Color 

Exterior wood is limited to four 

exterior doors, ten windows plus 

trim.  The doors and windows are 

custom millwork to match the 

existing doors and windows.  The 

window count includes 3 replacement 

windows to repair and replace 

vandalized windows on the east 

side.  The wood will be painted to 

match existing paint on the 

Castle’s doors and windows. 

 

III/32-33 

and  

34-35 

Architectural 

Metal/Paint and 

Color 

New guardrails and handrails 

required under the building code 

will be provided on the addition to 

the loggia, including on the stairs 

to the lower terrace.  The wrought 

iron design includes the historic 

Gimghoul feature.  Metal grates 

matching the metal grate work on 

windows throughout the Castle will 

be provided on the new windows.  

The wrought iron will be painted 

black.  The conical roof over the 

upper landing at the end of the 

extension of the loggia is standing 

seam copper.  See elevation 

drawings. 

 

III 36-37 Roofs The additional roof surface is 

flat, low slope and recessed below 

the site line with a masonry 

parapet and breaks or “battlements” 

that serve as overflow roof 

scuppers (See elevation drawings). 

 

III/38-40 Exterior Walls The exterior walls of the addition 

are detailed to reflect the 

Castle’s architectural style-- 

stone masonry. 

 

III/40-41 Windows and Doors Windows and doors are custom wood 

millwork, stained or painted and 

reflect details, features and 

materials congruous with the 

existing windows and doors. 

 

III/46-47 Accessibility and 

Life Safety 

Considerations 

 

An accessible, ADA compliant  

sidewalk is proposed to provide an 

accessible route to the new 

toilets.  It is compatible with the 

Castle in material, scale, design 



and finish and sited discreetly in 

a manner that does not compromise 

the architectural integrity of the 

Castle.   

 

IV 54-55 Additions The proposed new addition touches 

the Castle minimally (see elevation 

drawings).  The new addition will 

allow accessible covered access to 

the new toilets from within and 

without the Castle.   

 

The proposed new addition differs 

from the original construction in 

that it will not be 100% stone wall 

construction, rather it will be 

stone and concrete masonry wall 

construction with pre-cast concrete 

roof parapet overflow scuppers, 

pre-cast windowsills and pre-cast 

wall banding accents.  The addition 

introduces a compatible style, 

differentiated from the Castle, and 

limited in size and scale.  The 

addition is on the back of the 

Castle. 
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F. Checklist of Application Materials. 

 

1. Written description of physical changes proposed. 

 

This Project has three distinct exterior aspects. 

 

• Construction of an addition attached to the southeast corner 

of the existing upper terrace of the Castle.  This main level 

addition will house two ADA compliant toilet facilities.  In 

order to complete the addition, an approximately 12’ x 12’ 

section of the existing upper cement terrace slab will be 

removed and restored.  A lower-level basement addition serves 

mechanical, electrical and storage needs and allows the 

electrical service to the Castle to be upgraded to current 

standards.  The roof addition will be a flat, low slope, 

single ply EPDM or TPO over rigid board, rigid insulation, 

and a structural T&G wood timber deck.  The roof is recessed 

below the site line with masonry parapet and breaks or 

“battlements” that serve as overflow roof scuppers. 

 

• Removal of existing elevated concrete sidewalk along the 

western side of the Castle and replacement with a concrete 

sidewalk to provide handicapped accessible access from the 

parking area to the upper terrace and to the proposed new 

main level toilet rooms. 

 

• Construction of a lower terrace along the southern side of 

the existing Castle incorporating a ramp for exterior access 

to the new basement at or near existing grade.  This work 

includes removal of a concrete slab to be replaced with pavers 

and removal of a portion of an existing wall and patio.  The 

elevated stone masonry table and bench will be restored.  The 

existing fire pit and rock bench south of the table also will 

be restored. 

 

The exterior of the building addition will be of stone masonry. 

 

New windows, doors and trim will be wood, painted like the Castle’s 

existing windows, doors and trim. 

 

2. History, context, and character information. 

 

An eleven page “1926, Report of the Building Committee” is attached 

which provides the history of the property acquisition and the original 

Castle construction. 

 

A bio of the Castle Architect (Nathanial Cortland Curtis, Sr. FAIA, 

(1881 – 1953) is provided. 

 



A copy of the Application to the National Registry of Historic 

Places is provided. 

 

3. Justification of appropriateness. 

 

A. The height of the building in relation to the average 

height of the nearest adjacent and opposite buildings. 

 

 N/A.  The Property is 2.15 acres completely surrounded by 

undeveloped property owned by the University of North Carolina (deeded 

to it by Gimghoul Corporation).  There are no adjacent or opposite 

buildings.  The building is 365’ from the street and 97’ from the closest 

neighboring property line. 

 

B. The setback and placement on lot of the building in 

relation to the average setback and placement of the 

nearest adjacent and opposite buildings. 

 

 N/A.  The Project is an addition to the existing Castle.  The 

structure is 365’ feet from the road.  There are no adjacent or opposite 

buildings. 

 

C. Exterior construction materials, including texture and 

pattern. 

 

 Exterior construction materials are primarily stone.  The addition 

will purposefully read as an addition to...rather than as if...original 

built in 1926.  The differentiation is partially accomplished via use 

of pre-cast concrete detailing for overflow roof scuppers, windowsills 

and a linear belt course the breaks the building height.  Doors and 

windows are painted wood.  Rails are wrought iron.  The terrace is 

concrete.  The roof on the parapet is standing seam copper. 

 

D. Architectural detailing, such as lintels, cornices, 

brick bond, and foundation materials. 

 

 Exterior construction materials are primarily stone to the Castle.  

The addition will purposefully read as an addition to...rather than as 

if...original built in 1926.  The differentiation is partially 

accomplished via use of pre-cast concrete detailing for overflow roof 

scuppers, windowsills and a linear belt course the breaks the building 

height.  Doors and windows are custom millwork to match existing doors 

and windows.  Architectural metal features are congruous with the 

district and the Castle.  The wrought iron railings include the historic 

Gimghoul feature in their design. 

 

 E. Roof shapes, forms, and materials. 

 

 The roof over the addition is a flat, low slope, single ply EPDM 

or TPO over rigid board, rigid insulation and a structural T&G wood 

timber deck recessed below the site line.  The design includes a masonry 



parapet and breaks or “battlements” that serve as overflow roof scuppers.  

The top of the parapet is standing seam copper. 

 

F. Proportion, shape, positioning and location, pattern, 

and size of any elements of fenestration. 

 

New fenestrations are compatible with the size and character of 

the existing Castle fenestrations.  (See elevation drawings). 

 

G. General form and proportions of buildings and 

structures. 

 

The Castle addition and lower terrace are designed as enhancements 

to the existing Castle facility.  (See elevation drawings).   

 

H. Appurtenant fixtures and other features such as 

lighting. 

 

The new addition extends an existing loggia.  The extended loggia 

will allow all-weather ADA compliant access to the new toilets from the 

conditioned areas of the Castle.  The extended loggia terminates under 

a conical roof shape that recalls the similar high roof above the Castle 

spiral stair turret.  A chain hung chandelier light is intended to light 

the underside or ceiling of the cone shaped roof.  New recessed LED light 

fixtures will be included in the archways of the loggia extension.  

Exterior lighting remains minimal and in the current condition. 

 

A light fixture currently placed in the oak tree to be removed will 

not be replaced.   

 

A chain hung lantern (chandelier) will be used in the new turret 

at the south end of the loggia extension.  Three ceiling mount fixtures 

for the extended loggia, two for the lavatory entry, and two for the 

basement entry for a total of seven will be included.  Recessed light 

fixtures will be included for the steps and walkways, including the 

western steps to the lower terrace, the ramp walk wall down to the 

basement, and the wall along the lower terrace.  Information regarding 

the three types of fixtures to be used is attached.   

 

 

I. Structural conditions and soundness. 

 

N/A. 

 

 J. Architectural scale. 

 

The Castle and lower terrace additions are sensitively proportioned 

to complement the existing Castle.  (See elevation drawing). 

 

 4. Photographs. 

 

 See attached. 



 

 5. Site plan set. 

 

 See attached. 

 

 6. Elevation drawings. 

 

 See attached. 

 

 7. Information about context. 

 

 There are no adjacent and opposite properties.   

 

 8. Demolition/relocation information. 

 

 The demolition area consists of sidewalk and concrete walk, which 

is being replaced, removal of the southeast corner of the upper terrace 

(which is being replaced) and removal of a low rock retention area.  The 

Castle structure is not being altered.  An illustrated plan showing the 

demolition area by hatch mark is attached.   
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 The Order of Gimghoul is a collegiate society headquartered at 

Hippol (or Gimghoul) Castle in Chapel Hill, North Carolina.  Founded in 

1889, the meeting place of the order, Hippol Castle, was built in 1924 

at a cost of nearly $50,000.  Approximately thirteen hundred tons of 

rough stone were used in its construction giving it the appearance of a 

castle.  The Order sold 35 acres of property that was later designated 

the Gimghoul Neighborhood Historic District to finance construction.  

The castle is located at the end of Gimghoul Road. 
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Castle Footprint wI areas of demolition hatched ... 
1" = 20'-0" 

o 
o 
o 
o 

----

Remove existing sidewalk wI low rock retention 
(Sidewalk and steps are to be replaced) 

Remove concrete walk from I to existing Basement 

Remove SE corner of Upper Terrace wI Basement below 
(New addition replaces the Upper Terrace and the Basement below) 

Remove low rock earth retention 
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