STREET NAME CHANGE PETITION
TO THE TOWN OF CHAPEL HILL

(A)

We, the property owners who have signed the attached
petitions, being owners of real property abutting and addressed
off of Dixie Drive and Dixie Lane, hereby Petition the Town of
Chapel Hill to request the street name of Dixie Drive located
between Stateside and Collums/Indian Trail in North Forest Hills
to be changed to the continuation of Seminole Drive, and the
name of Dixie Lane to be changed to another name.

We understand that each property owner will be responsible
for any costs associated with changes in driver’s license
information, registrations, personal or business checks, or other
personal documents related to a street name or address change.

We understand that there will be no need for a change in
home or mailbox numbers as this street name change will allow
us to keep our current home and mailbox numbers.

(B)

In support of this Street Name Change Petition, we show as
follows:

Dixie Drive in North Chapel Hill runs approximately a mile
and a half from Stateside to the four way intersection of Dixie
Drive/Seminole Drive and Collums Road/Indian Trail Road.
Seminole Road continues from that intersection for
approximately one mile.



Dixie Lane runs one block from Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd.
to Dixie Drive

The reason for this request is that the name “Dixie” has
connotations of slavery, the exploitation of black people, and
racism, that we would like to avoid.

The most accepted origin of the name “Dixie” is the Mason-
Dixon line between Maryland and Pennsylvania drawn in 1767.
It was regarded as the dividing line between slave states south of
it and free states north of it. "Dixie" and "Dixieland" became
nicknames for the slaveholding states south of the Mason-Dixon
Line. During the Congressional debates regarding the Missouri
Compromise, Congress discussed the Mason-Dixon Line as the
boundary between slave states and free states.

By the mid-nineteenth century just before the Civil War
«“Dixie” was the name of a minstrel song composed and
performed in blackface by Daniel Decatur Emmett in 1859. His
performances, with his hands and face painted black, were billed
as a “plantation song and dance.” By that point in popular
culture “Dixie” was associated with the South and recognized as
a racist term.

The song became the Confederate Army’s most popular
marching song and the unofficial national anthem of the
Confederacy.

Jesse Helms greeted either Barbara Jordan, the first
Southern African-American woman elected to the U.S. House of
Representative, or Carol Mosely Braun, the first African American
in the U.S. Senate, by whistling Dixie to her.



There has been some movement to remove the name Dixie.
In 2015, Riviera Beach in Florida changed the name of Old Dixie
Highway to President Barack Obama Highway. In February of
last year, Miami-Dade County voted to change the name of the
Dixie Highway in that County to the Harriet Tubman Highway.
(The Dixie Highway runs through nine other states.) The Dixie
Chicks changed their name to the Chicks. Dolly Parton dropped
the “Dixie” from the name of her Civil War-themed park formerly
the “Dixie Stampede.”

(€)

Ironically, in Chapel Hill, Dixie Drive runs parallel to Martin
Luther King Blvd. and the one block access road to Martin Luther
King Blvd. from Dixie Drive is called Dixie Lane.

There are approximately 24 houses abutting and addressed
off of Dixie Drive. The property owners of 15 of those houses
submit this Petition.

There are two houses abutting and addressed of of Dixie
Lane. The property owner of one of those houses joins this
Petition.

Several houses abutting on Dixie Drive are on the corner of
another street and the property owners have chosen an address
on the other street in order to avoid the Dixie Drive address —
which strikes us as a vote in favor of the name change. For
example the two houses on the corner of Dixie Drive and
Stateside both use addresses on Stateside. One of those is
owned by a former member of the Town Council. Two houses
facing Dixie Drive on the corner of Dixie Drive and Barbara Court
use addresses on Barbara Court. The Christian Science Church
which is on the corner of Dixie Drive and Dixie Lane — but whose



property appears to run to Martin Luther King Bivd. — uses an
address on Martin Luther King Blvd.

The property owners of three houses abutting and
addressed on Dixie Drive oppose this Petition. The property
owners of two other houses abutting and addressed on Dixie
Drive have voted that they are neutral on the petition. The
property owners of the other houses abutting and addressed on
Dixie Drive, including one who is not living here but has tenants
who support the Petition and who has been contacted three
times by email, have not responded in any way to the Petition
question. The property owner of one of the two houses on Dixie
Lane supports this Petition. The other does not.

The pandemic restrictions have made some of these
communications somewhat difficult.

(D)

Our preference for a new name for Dixie Drive is simply to
extend Seminole Drive across the intersection with Collums
Drive/Indian Trail Drive. All of the property owners on Dixie Drive
would be able to keep their street numbers on their houses and
mailboxes.

The purpose of naming a street after a person, place or idea
is to honor that person, place or idea. That is precisely why we
would like to change away from the Dixie name. We would be
glad to honor the Seminole Indian Tribe with this name.

We have considered other names such as John Lewis Drive
or Frederick Douglass Drive but Chapel Hill already has streets
named Lewis and Douglas.



The name of Dixie Lane could be Seminole Lane, but it
might be wiser to give it a different name to avoid the confusion
with Seminole Drive that presently exists for Dixie Lane with Dixie
Drive.

We submitted this Petition to the Town of Chapel Hill on
October 14, 2020. The staff has reviewed us and advised that
we submit it directly to the Town Council.
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PETITION
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PETITION

As a resident of Dixie Drive or Dixie Lane in Chapel Hill, North Carotina, | would like to
join the Petition to the Chapet Hill Town Council to change the names of Dixie Drive and Dixie
{ ane to eliminate the racist or slavery connotation that hias been associated with those names.
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PETITION
As a resident of Dixie Drive or Dixie Lane in Chapsl Hill, North Garoling, 1 would like to
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PETITION

As a resident of Dixie Drive or Dixie Lane in Chapel Hill, North Carolina, | would like to
join the Petition to the Chapel Hill Town Council to change the names of Dixie Drive and Dixie
Lane to eliminate the racist or slavery connotation that has been associated with those names.

Thank you!
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