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Amy Harvey

From: Jeanette Coffin
Sent: Tuesday, October 04, 2022 12:12 PM
To: LisaOstrom@yahoo.com
Cc: Colleen Willger; Adam Searing; Amy Ryan; Camille Berry; Jeanne Brown; Jess Anderson; Karen 

Stegman; Michael Parker; Pam Hemminger; Paris Miller-Foushee; Tai Huynh; Amy Harvey; Ann 
Anderson; Carolyn Worsley; James Baker; Laura Selmer; Loryn Clark; Mary Jane Nirdlinger; Maurice 
Jones; Ran Northam; Ross Tompkins; Sabrina Oliver

Subject: FW: Petition - Signs on Dixie Drive and Dixie Lane
Attachments: North Forest Hills - Dixie Drive Petition.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Categories: Agenda Packet Process

Thank you for your correspondence with the Town of Chapel Hill. The Mayor and Town Council are interested 
in what you have to say. By way of this email, I am forwarding your message to the Mayor and each of the 
Council Members, as well as to the appropriate staff person who may be able to assist in providing additional 
information or otherwise addressing your concerns.  
 
Again, thank you for your message. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jeanette Coffin 
 
 

 

Jeanette Coffin 
Office Assistant 
Town of Chapel Hill Manager’s Office 
405  Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 
Chapel Hill, NC 27514 
(o) 919-968-2743 | (f) 919-969-2063

 
 
 

From: Lisa Ostrom <LisaOstrom@yahoo.com>  
Sent: Monday, October 3, 2022 7:35 PM 
To: Town Council <mayorandcouncil@townofchapelhill.org> 
Cc: Amy Harvey <aharvey@townofchapelhill.org>; Anita Badrock <abadrock@townofchapelhill.org> 
Subject: Petition ‐ Signs on Dixie Drive and Dixie Lane 
 

External email: Don't click links or attachments from unknown senders. To check or report forward to 
reportspam@townofchapelhill.org 

  

Dear Mayor and Council,  
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In 2020, a petition circulated on Dixie Drive in the North Forest Hills neighborhood to remove the street name. 
The petitioner suggested they rename Dixie “Seminole,” by extending the current Seminole Drive. The petition 
to remove the street name failed to meet Chapel Hill’s established guidelines for renaming streets. Only eight 
of 26 homes on Dixie Drive supported the petition. In 2021, the petitioner resubmitted the petition, this time 
appealing directly to Town Council to remove Dixie Drive. The issue was referred to the Council Naming 
Committee for consideration.   

A longtime neighbor familiar with North Forest Hills history knew the street name originated from the Greene 
family, who developed the neighborhood. Several streets were named after women in the Greene family, 
including Ellen, Dixie, Cynthia, Virginia, and Barbara. Ironically the petition to remove Dixie Drive states, “The 
purpose of naming a street after a person, place or idea is to honor that person, place or idea.” The purpose of 
the Greene family is clear. They meant to honor family members, not Confederate culture. 

The petition outlined how the word Dixie has been included with Confederate symbolism and is associated 
with the Antebellum South. This is correct and as there is a cultural shift toward more inclusivity, some 
changes are needed.  For example, Dixie State University, where the context is clearly Antebellum, recently 
changed its name.  The DSU yearbook was The Confederate, they displayed a statue of a Confederate soldier, 
and their mascot was Rodney Rebel.  In our neighborhood, though, the context is women’s names.  There is no 
connection to the pre‐war South.    

To make everyone feel welcome, neighbors in North Forest Hills have created a petition requesting the 
installation of signage under the Dixie Drive and Dixie Lane street signs that identify the Greene family.  Since 
words frequently have multiple definitions and meaning we would like to make it clear Dixie is part of the 
Greene family, not Confederate culture. Neighbors also believe conversation is needed on this topic and they 
would like to be part of any larger conversations concerning street names in Chapel Hill.  

 

Regards,  

Lisa Ostrom  

 

  

 

  
 
























































































