AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 7 FIRE PREVENTION AND PROTECTION OF
THE TOWN CODE OF ORDINANCES (2025-04-23/0-1)

WHEREAS, we recognize the need to revise this Ordinance to better align with the evolution
of the North Carolina Fire Prevention Code; and

WHEREAS, the Town of Chapel Hill has retained some elements of the prior Ordinance in the
best interest and safety of our community and firefighters; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the Town of Chapel Hill that Chapter
7 of the Code of Ordinances, Town of Chapel Hill, North Carolina is hereby amended.

Section 1. Chapter 7 Fire Prevention and Protection is amended as follows:
“Chapter 7 FIRE PREVENTION PROTECHON-AND COMMUNITY RISK REDUCTION

ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL

Sec. 7-1. Scope and Intent €empliance.

(a) This Chapter establishes regulations affecting or relating to structures, processes,
premises, and safeguards for prevention of fires and reduction of risk to our
community. The purpose of these regulations is to establish requirements that are
specific to the needs of the Town of Chapel Hill with enhanced consideration for life
safety and property protection. Compliance with the provisions of this chapter and the
technical codes adopted by reference shall be enforced by any-fire-rspections-officerof
the Town’s Fire Department_unless otherwise specified herein. Failure to comply with
any of the regulations of this chapter shall be unlawful anda—vielation—ofthefire
erdinanees and all remedies authorized by law for noncompliance with the fire
ordinances contained herein, including the issuance of a civil penalty, may be exercised
to enforce any violation.

(b) This Chapter is hereby adopted for the purpose of prescribing regulations governing
conditions hazardous to life and property from fire or explosion through the adoption of
the State’s current edition of the North Carolina Fire Prevention Code including
Appendix B-Fire Flow Requirements for Buildings, Appendix C- Fire Hydrant Locations
and Distribution, and Appendix D-Fire Apparatus Access Roads; up to and until they are
filed in the office of the Town of Chapel Hill Fire Chief, and the same are hereby
adopted and incorporated as fully as if set out at length herein, and the provisions
thereof shall be controlling within the limits of the town and its extra-territorial
planning jurisdiction.

(c) With the adoption of this code and the Town of Chapel Hill Ordinance as it relates to
Fire Prevention and Community Risk Reduction, the code or ordinance with the strictest
requirements shall be enforced.

(d) The North Carolina Administrative Code and Policies is hereby referenced for the
administration of the North Carolina Fire Prevention Code, current edition, for the
periodic inspection of buildings altered, repaired or rehabilitated in accordance with
applicable codes, standards, ordinances, and statutes.
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Sec. 7-1.1 Penalties and remedies.

(a)

(b)

()

(d)

(e)

(f)

(9)

(h)

A violation of any of the provisions of this chapter shall constitute a Class 3
misdemeanor, punishable as provided in G.S. § 14-4.

A violation of any of the provisions of the state fire code shall be a misdemeanor and
punishable as set forth in G.S. § 143-138.

A violation of any provision of this chapter or the North Carolina Fire Prevention Code
shall subject the offender to a civil penalty of fifty dollars ($50.00) per violation where
a penalty is not otherwise prescribed. Failing to correct violations upon secondary
inspection following a set compliance period shall increase such penalty to one hundred
dollars ($100.00) per violation.

Any violation of the fire code regulations governing conditions considered to threaten
the health and safety of occupants, including locked, blocked, or otherwise obstructed
exits or egress ways, disabled fire protection equipment, and other similar
circumstances shall subject the offender, owner, operator, or other firm, corporation or
agent to a civil penalty of five hundred dollars ($500.00) fereach per life safety
violation.

Any violation of the posted occupant load, where buildings or spaces are required by
code to be posted, or overcrowding condition shall subject the responsible person, firm,
corporation or agent to a civil penalty of ere five hundred dollars ($5+00.00). per

persen-inexcess-of the-posted-oceupantioad. The extent in which the occupants

determination-of-the-number-exceeding the posted occupant load shall be atthe
d+seFet+eﬂ—ef—t-he determined by the flre prevent/on off/cer or Incident Commander

eceupants. The occupant Ioad shall |mmed|ately be brought |nto compllance thfeugh
any-nreeded-measure, and such correction shall not relieve the responsible party of the
assessed penalty.

Failure to obtain e+ and properly and conspicuously display the authorized occupant
load placard issued by the town, or introducing changes to the operation of the
business or space that nullify or change the calculation on which the occupant load is
based shall constitute a violation and shall subject the responsible party to a civil
penalty of one hundred dollars ($100.00) per day.

If the civil penalty is not paid within the time prescribed in the citation, or not more
than fifteen (15) days after being cited for a violation, the town may seek to recover
the penalties by filing a civil action in the nature of a debt. Additional civil penalties
may be imposed for each days failure to pay. Civil penalties assessed under this
chapter are considered remedial resterative: intended to provide compensation to the
town for the costs associated with the towns program to monitor, control, prosecute,
eure and/or correct the violation. As such, the amounts declared herein are presumed
to provide sufficient restoration to the town for its costs.

In addition to or in lieu of issuance of a civil penalty, the fire inspection officer or other
appropriate authority may seek a mandatory injunction seeking enforcement of this
chapter. Nothing in this section shall preclude the issuance of an arrest warrant, or
issuance of a criminal summons where appropriate.
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Sec. 7-2. Interfering with fire protection erfire-alarm-equipment.

It shall be unlawful for any person to obstruct, interfere, or tamper with any efthe
tewn fire protection erfireatarm-equipment-.

Sec. 7-3. Interfering with fireman firefighters on duty.

It shall be unlawful for any person to interfere with a firefighter firemanr while en
performing their duty.

Sec. 7-4. Getting on fire truck while in use.

It shall be unlawful for anyone other than members or designees of the fire department
to get on the fire truck when-itis-inuse—without express consent.

Sec. 7-6-15. Combustible landscaping materials prohibited.

That no pine straw or any other material with a fire rate of spread more than twenty-
four (24) inches per minute shall be placed, kept, or stored within ten (10) feet of
commercial and multi-family buildings with combustible exterior construction.
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Sec. 7-65.1A. Exemptions to section 7-56-%.

[Exemptions for 7-6-1+-7.5.1A are] single-family residential homes_including
townhomes.

ARFFELETA—REGULEATION-OFOPEN-BURNING

Sec. 7-67. Restrictions on burning of trees, limbs, debris, etc.

(a) It shall be unlawful to burn_refuse, yard waste, such as trees, limbs, stumps, for}

construction debrls —Mbheuba—peFmrt—ﬁFem—Ehe—tewﬁH%HWanhaJ—mprepeﬁy
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Secs. 7-711—7-14. Reserved.
ARFFELEIFFIRE-PREVENTION-CODE

Secs. 7-15136—7-22. Reserved.

Secs. 7-23—7-26. Reserved.
BPRASION-2-—AMENDMENTS

Secs. 7-27—7-30. Reserved.
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Secs. 7-36—7.38. Reserved.
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Secs. 7-3945—7-47. Reserved.
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Secs. 7-50-7-53. Reserved.

DIVISION 16. SPRINKLER REQUIREMENTS—NON-RESIDENTIAL

Sec. 7-54. Application.

This division shall apply to new construction, additions and renovations of buildings
which are within the corporate limits of the Town of Chapel Hill and its extra-territorial
planning jurisdiction.

Sec. 7-55. Reserved.

Sec. 7-56. Automatic fire sprinklers required.

An automatic fire sprinkler system meeting the requirements of NFPA 13 is required to
be installed in non-residential construction, as follows.

(1) In new non-residential structures # 6,000 square feet or greater of fire area.

(2) Ima-struetural In additions to non-residential buildings that increase the fire area
equal to or greater than ef+rere-than six thousand (6,000) square feet.
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Sec. 7-58. Penalties.

(a) Criminal penalties. Violation of any provision of this division shall be a Class 3
misdemeanor and shall be subject to a fine of five hundred dollars ($500.00) or
imprisonment for not more than thirty (30) days.

(b) Civil enforcement. This ordinance may be enforced by civil penalty or appropriate
equitable remedy as may be authorized by applicable N.C. General Statutes, including
but not limited to G.S. Sec. 160A-175, G.S. Sec. 160D-1125 and G.S. Sec. 143-139.

Sec. 7-59. Reserved.
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Section 2. This ordinance is effective upon enactment.

This the 9th day of April 2025
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