
Certificate of Appropriateness Application

379 Tenney Circle



Thank you

Propose
• saltwater pool, concrete paver deck and equipment storage cabana to 

the back yard of 379 Tenney Circle and a porch along the east side of the 
house.

Demonstrate

• Congruence with the special character of Franklin-Rosemary Historic 
District as well as the architectural character and fabric of the house and 
neighborhood.

• Alignment with Chapel Hill design principles and standards.
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1.1.8 - Introduce contemporary site features—including playground equipment and swimming pools—in locations that do not diminish or compromise the 
overall character of the site and district, typically in rear yards or other locations not visible from the street. 

4.7.1. Introduce compatible new garages, carports, and accessory buildings, as needed, in ways that do not compromise the historic character of the site or 
district. 

4.7.2. Site new garages, carports, and accessory buildings in traditional locations that are compatible with the character of the building and site, typically 
beyond the rear wall of the primary building on the site. 

4.7.3. Site new garages, carports, and accessory buildings to be consistent with garages and accessory buildings in the immediate surroundings, both in 
orientation to and setback from the street as well as in spacing between and distance from other buildings, especially when the siting is important in 
defining the overall historic character of the district. Whenever possible, locate garages, carports, or accessory structures behind the primary structure, in 
a rear yard. Structures may be placed in side yards only when rear setbacks do not allow for enough space. New garages, carports, and accessory 
structures are not appropriate in front yards. 

4.7.4. Design and site new garages, carports, and accessory buildings so they do not compromise the overall historic character of the site, including its 
topography, and significant site features. 

4.7.5. Design new garages, carports, and accessory buildings so that their size, scale, and form do not visually overpower the primary building on this or 
adjacent sites. Design garages, carports, and accessory buildings to be compatible with, but secondary to, the primary building in size, scale, and building 
and roof form. 

4.7.6. Design new garages, carports, and accessory buildings to be compatible in height, form, and proportion with garages and accessory buildings in the 
immediate surroundings when the height, form, and proportion are important in defining the overall historic character of the district. 

4.7.7. Design new garages, carports, and accessory buildings that are compatible with, but discernible from, historic garages and accessory buildings in the 
district. 

4.7.8. Design new garages, carports, and accessory buildings and their features to be compatible in scale, materials, proportions, and details with the 
overall historic character of the site and district and with garages and accessory buildings in the immediate surroundings when the scale, materials, 
proportions, and details are important in defining the overall historic character of the district. 

4.7.9. Design new garages, carports, or accessory building so that the placement, shape, scale, size, materials, pattern, and proportion of windows and 
doors are compatible with the windows and doors of the primary building on the site and with garages and accessory buildings in the immediate 
surroundings when those elements of doors and windows are important in defining the overall historic character of the district. 

4.7.10. Locate new metal- or wood-framed storage buildings or carports in rear or side yard locations that are visually screened from the street. 

4.7.11. Maintain and protect significant site features—including stone walls—from damage during or as a consequence of related site work or 
construction. 

4.7.12. Do not construct a new garage, carport, or accessory building if doing so will detract from the overall character of the site or district or if the 
construction will require the removal of a significant building element or site feature. 

The proposed features are compatible with the 
character of the existing house and historic 
district.  Each proposed feature follows the 
topography of the existing site. The pool and 
related features (pool, pool decking, gravel path, 
cabana and fencing) are positioned behind the 
south/rear wall of the house ensuring little to no 
visibility from the street. 

The cabana building is consistent in size, scale, 
materials and design with garages and accessory 
buildings in the immediate surroundings.

The proposed features do not overpower the 
primary building and are compatible with - but 
discernable from - historic accessory buildings. 
They do not require the removal of any site 
features or building elements and do not detract 
from the overall character of the site or district.

The scale, form, proportions, materials and details 
(including windows and doors) of all proposed 
features are compatible with those of the primary 
structure and the historic character of the site and 
district.



3.6 Porches, Entrances, & Balconies

3.6.6.
The porch will be on the side elevation and will not damage the character defining features, materials or architectural integrity 

of the building. 

3.6.10. 
The side porch will not create a false historical appearance.

4.6.2.  
The porch will be useable, livable space at 10 feet wide. 

4.6.4. 
The porch will be compatible with the overall architectural style of the building.

4.6.5. 
The porch materials and architectural details will be compatible with both the architectural style and with buildings in the 
immediate surroundings in terms of size, composition, texture, pattern, color, and detail when those materials and details are 
important in defining the overall historic character of the district. 

4.6.7. The porch on the street level will have tongue-and-groove porch floors.

4.6.8. The porch at the basement level will have a concrete floor.

4.8.13. The porch location, shape, scale, size, materials, and details are compatible with, but discernible from and secondary to, 
porches on the existing building. 

The porch will be located on the east/side 
elevation and will not damage the character, 
defining features, materials or architectural 
integrity of the primary building. 

The useable, livable 10 foot wide porch will 
be compatible with the overall architectural 
style of the house and the materials and 
details of the porch will be compatible with 
the architectural style and with buildings in 
the immediate surroundings. 

There will be a tongue-groove porch floor 
on the street level  and a concrete floor on 
the basement level.
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Images of historic homes and floor plans showing congruence of 
proposed side porch with architectural features of historic Cape 
Cod homes.















3.6 Porches, Entrances, & Balconies
3.6.6.
The porch will be on the side elevation and will not damage the character defining features, materials or architectural integrity of the building. 
3.6.10. 
The side porch will not create a false historical appearance.
4.6.2.  
The porch will be useable, livable space at 10 feet wide. 
4.6.4. 
The porch will be compatible with the overall architectural style of the building.
4.6.5. 

The porch materials and architectural details will be compatible with both the architectural style and with buildings in the immediate surroundings in terms of size, composition, texture, pattern, color, and detail when those materials and details are i
historic character of the district. 
4.6.7. The porch on the street level will have tongue-and-groove porch floors.
4.6.8. The porch at the basement level will have a concrete floor.
4.8.13. The porch location, shape, scale, size, materials, and details are compatible with, but discernible from and secondary to, porches on the existing building. 







Defining Features of Historic Cape Code Style

• Steep, gabled roof
• Large chimney
• Rectangular Shape
• Central front door
• Symmetrical windows + dormers
• Siding
• Simple facade
• Multi-pane front door 

_____

Levittown
Several large suburban housing developments created by William J. Levitt. 
Built after WWII for returning white veterans and their new families, 
the communities offered attractive alternatives to cramped central city locations and apartments 
– supported by VA and FHA.

The first Levittown home sold for $7,900 and in a short period of time, 17,000 units were sold, 
providing homes for 84,000 people. Production was modeled on assembly lines in 27 steps with 
construction workers trained to perform one step. 

A house could be built in one day, with 36 men. This enabled quick and economical production 
of similar or identical homes with rapid recovery of costs. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Levitt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Assembly_line
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