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LIBRARY ADVISORY BOARD PETITION

Fines as social equity issue
• American Library Association (ALA) statement

Fines as barrier to access
• Disparate effect on economically disadvantaged

Fines as small portion of overall budget
• Decreasing revenue from overdue fines

National and state trend of fine-free model
• Ineffective as incentive/disincentive
• Impact of adopting fine-free model 



2018-2019 ALA CD# 38 (Rev. 1/27)

Resolution on Monetary Library Fines as a 
Form of Social Inequality. American Library Association

Social Equity



Barrier to Access
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Decreasing Revenue
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National/Local Trend



www.urbanlibraries.org/member-resources/fine-free-map

https://www.urbanlibraries.org/member-resources/fine-free-map


• Lost library materials and lost library users returned 

• Materials still come back

• Patrons are still responsible for materials they check out 

• Library budgets not reduced

Impact of Policy Change 



Current Library Policy – Chapel Hill

1) Most library materials can be borrowed for 3 weeks 

2) We charge overdue late fines of $0.25 per item / day

3) People who have outstanding charges of $25 or more 

are blocked from using their library card

4) We bill people who damage or do not return items –

and block their account until their bill is paid



Current Library Procedure
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Fine Free Procedure
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Current Library Data

Topic Number

Total Patrons 75,330

Patrons who owe no 
money

59,123

Patrons who owe money 16,207

Median amount owed $5.75

Outstanding charges $254,847
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RECOMMENDATION

That the Council consider
the Library Advisory Board’s Petition and

provide direction to staff regarding the Chapel
Hill Public Library’s Overdue Fine Policy. 


