
Town of Chapel Hill, NC October 22, 2025

HDC-25-19
Historic District Certificate
of Appropriateness
Status: Active
Submitted On: 9/9/2025

Primary Location

304 N BOUNDARY ST
CHAPEL HILL, NC 27514

Owner

BERIWAL MADHU
304 N BOUNDARY ST
CHAPEL HILL, NC 27514

Applicant

Madhu Beriwal
225-281-0071
gardenfind@gmail.com
304 N Boundary Street

Chapel Hill, NC 27514

Certificate of Appropriateness Form

Historic District *

Franklin-Rosemary

Application Type
Check all that apply

Minor Work is exterior work that doesn't involve any substantial alterations, additions,
or removals that could impair the integrity of the property and/or the district as a whole.
See Chapel Hill Historic Districts Design Principles & Standards (“Principles &
Standards”) (p. 9-11) for a list of minor works.

Major Work (Historic District Commission Review) includes all exterior changes to
structures and features other than minor works.

Contact HDC Staff Liaison(s) if you're unsure of the application type.

Maintenance or Repair Work Minor Work (Staff Review)

Major Work (Historic District Commission Review) COA Amendment
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Briefly describe the proposed changes. *

We propose to add an entry gate in an existing masonry wall that
separatesthe driv eway from the yard

Is this application for after-the-fact work?*

No

Is this applicaiton a request for review after a previous
denial?*

No

Applicant Authorization

Applicant Signature*

C. Cameron Hill
Sep 9, 2025

Relationship to Property Owner*

Other

If other, please explain relationship to property owner.
*

General Contractor
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PROJECT NARRATIVE 
 
 Madhu Beriwal, owner of the property at 304 North Boundary Street 
has applied to install a greenhouse in the opening of the masonry wall 
serving the portion of the house facing away from the street.  The 
greenhouse will function as a gate for entry into the vestibule.  It 
will replace the temporary wooden structure shown on the picture uploaded 
as Exhibit D.  
 

The proposed entry portal is a greenhouse fabricated to custom 
specifications using metal and tempered glass (UV and GS tested), open 
on both sides manufactured by Janssens.  An illustrative picture is shown 
in the photograph uploaded as Exhibit A.  The metal to be used is 
aluminum, in the same color range as the house (silver/gray) not dark 
as is shown on the illustration.   The aluminum in the greenhouse 
structure to be used matches the metal in the existing house.  The 
greenhouse is 8.5 feet tall on the front end facing the driveway and 6.5 
feet tall on the part facing the house.  It is 15 feet wide and will 
completely cover the 15-foot opening in the masonry wall.  The greenhouse 
is 7.5 feet deep.   
 

 A photograph identified as Exhibit B for illustrative purposes is 
an AI generated picture of the house with the greenhouse imposed into 
the space between the existing walls.  This illustration does not fully 
capture the fact that the greenhouse will fully fill the space and be 
attached.   

 
  Exhibit C is the greenhouse floor plan showing its attached 
placement into the walls. As an existing condition, the left wall is 
taller than the right side. The front of the proposed entry 
portal/greenhouse structure is slightly taller than the existing masonry 
walls. 
 

Exhibit E shows the site plan with addition as approved in 2024.   
    
The entry portal/greenhouse structure will not be visible from the 

street.  The house is at the end of a long and winding driveway.  This 
part of the home does not face a street and no part of it is visible 
from the street.  The pictures at Exhibit F are from the 2024 Application 
for an addition to the house.  The inability to view the back of the 
house has not changed. 
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Description of Existing and Proposed Site Conditions and Architectural 
Features. 
 
 The house at 304 North Boundary Street was completed in 2000.  An 
addition was approved in 2024.  The house is a modern design of metal 
and glass.  The only change proposed in this application is the use of 
a custom greenhouse to serve as the gate to the vestibule in lieu of a 
temporary wooden gate currently serving that purpose. 
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Description of Previous Additions, Remodels or Alterations to the 
Structure(s). 
 

The house at 304 North Boundary Street was completed in July 2000.  
The HDC approved a Certificate of Appropriateness for an addition to 
this home in September 2024 (HDC24-29).  
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Description of all Proposed Physical Changes to the Property. 
 
The physical change proposed is to replace a temporary wooden door/gate 
leading to the vestibule of the house with a custom greenhouse to be 
attached in the opening of the masonry wall serving the portion of the 
house facing away from the street. 
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Identify Materials to be Used Including Dimensions, Manufacture Details, 
Model Numbers and Specifications if Applicable. 
 

The greenhouse structure to be used is aluminum and glass which 
matches the metal and glass in the existing house.  The greenhouse is 
8.5 feet tall on the front end and facing the driveway (not visible from 
the street) and 6.5 feet tall on the part facing the house.  It is 15 
feet wide and will completely cover the 15-foot opening in the masonry 
wall.  The greenhouse is 7.5 feet deep.  The greenhouse is manufactured 
by Janssens.  https://janssens.be/en/about-us 
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Identify and Describe How the Project Meets All Applicable Design 
Standards. 
 
 Standard 1.1.7 contemplates that new site features be compatible 
in scale, design and materials with the overall historic character of 
the site and the district.  This proposed addition is compatible in 
scale, design and materials with the existing house on the property.   
 

Standard 1.1.8 contemplates the introduction of contemporary site 
features in locations that do not diminish or compromise the overall 
character of the site and district, typically in rear yards or other 
locations not visible from the street.  This addition is in a location 
that is, in essence, the rear yard and is not visible from the street. 
It does not diminish or compromise the overall character of the district 
and is compatible with the modern design and materials in the existing 
house. 
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HISTORY AND CHARACTER OF THE SUBJECT PROPERTY IN HISTORIC DISTRICT 
 

 304 North Boundary was new construction in the existing Franklin-
Rosemary Historic District when it was built in 2000.  It is modern 
architecture of predominately glass and metal and is unique in the 
district. The house has been identified as an exemplar of NC Modernist 
Architecture.  Designed by Kenneth Hopgood, FAIA, and originally 
commissioned by the Gravely Khatchatoorian Family, the house received 
numerous accolades after its construction.  The house was featured in 
Triangle Modern Architecture by Victoria Bell in 2020, not only within 
the book but on the cover.  Other accolades for the house include 2003 
The New American House 4:  Innovations in Residential, by James Truelove 
and Il Kim, Whitney Library of Design, New York 2003, 2005 AIA Triangle 
Honor Award, 2006 SARC South Atlantic AIA Merit Award, 2007 Glass House:  
Building for Open Living, Published by Thames and Hudson London, 2008 
News and Observer, February 16, 2008, 2009 Architectural Digest, March 
2009.  The project as proposed continues the house’s modern architectural 
features and complements the materials used in the house.   
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PHOTOGRAPHS 
 

 Photographs have been provided of the existing site conditions and 
of the greenhouse proposed.  Exhibit A:  Prototype of Greenhouse, Exhibit 
B:  Illustrative Rendering of Proposal, Exhibit C:  Greenhouse Floor 
Plan, Exhibit D:  Existing Condition, Exhibit E:  2024 Site Plan as 
Approved Showing House and Addition, Exhibit F:  Photographic 
Documentation of Fact the Proposal is not Visible Taken from Approved 
2024 Application.  The proposal is congruous with the character of the 
district in that the proposal is complementary to the modern architecture 
of the house itself, which complements the district from its modern 
architecture.  The changes proposed will not be visible in the district, 
only to individuals who approach the house as guests and business 
visitors.   
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SUBJECT PROPERTY IN CONTEXT WITH THE NEARBY PROPERTIES 
 

 The project as proposed is not visible from the nearest, adjacent 
and opposite properties.  The project as proposed fits with the existing 
height of the wall.  The project does not alter setbacks.   
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14'7"

6'1"

Elevation

Plan View

Gate for: Madhu Beriwal
304 N Boundary St
Chapel Hill, NC 27514

Drawn by: Cam Hill 919-260-6059
  camhill@mac.com

Gate to mimic house layout

Pictures of aluminum 
and glasss sturcture

Existing wall
Existing wall

Existing wall
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SITZlR SPURIA 
S T U D I O S

601 W. Rosemary Street 

Suite 111 

Chapel Hill, NC 27516 

p. 919.929.0299

www.sitzerspuria.com 

Beriwal 

Residence 
304 N. Boundary Street 

Chapel Hill, NC 27514 

REMODEL 

All rights reserved. No part of these drawings
may be used in any way or reproduced or 

copied in any fashion without written permission
from Sitzer-Spuria Studios, Inc. Any violators of
this copyright will be prosecuted to the fullest

extent of the law.

NOT FOR CONSTRUCTION 

FOR REVIEW ONLY 

REVISIONS 

SITE PLAN 

April 20, 2018 

SP-1 

New greenhouse
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