
How many 
units are you 

building?

Single/Two-
Family

Multi-Family

Is the unit 
accessory to 

a primary 
unit?

Will the 
units be on 
individual 

lots?

Townhouse 
Development or 
Manufactured 

Home Park

Multi-family 
development

Accessory 
Dwelling Unit

Single-Family or 
Duplex

• Express 
Residential 
Zoning-Building 
Permit ($120)

• Administrative 
Process

• Maximum 750 sf 
or 75% of the 
primary unit, 
whichever is 
smaller

• Maximum of 4 
unrelated people 
allowed to reside 
on entire lot

• Only 1 ADU is 
allowed per lot

• Not permitted in 
Northside or Pine 
Knolls NCDs

• Regular 
Residential 
Zoning-Building 
Permit ($240)

• Administrative 
Process

• No floor area 
restriction for 
single-family 
homes 

• Duplexes have a 
3000 sf total 
maximum (1500 
sf per side)

• A single/two-
family lot can 
have up to 50% 
impervious 
surface

• Minimum lot 
sizes: 
- R-1: 17,000sf
- R-2: 10,000sf
- R-3 to R-6:     

5,500sf

Tiny Home Development Guide

• Special Use 
Permit ($7,785 + 
$30 / 100 sq ft) 
or Conditional 
Zoning ($8,175 + 
$30 / 100 sq ft)

• Town Council 
approval required

• A rezoning may 
be necessary to 
achieve desired 
density

• Sub lots are 
exempt from lot 
design standards 
of LUMO Article 3 
(The master lot 
must still comply)

• At least 10% of 
the development 
must be open 
common area, 
maintained by a 
legal entity

• Special Use 
Permit ($7,785 + 
$30 / 100 sq ft) 
or Conditional 
Zoning ($8,175 + 
$30 / 100 sq ft)

• Town Council 
approval required 
(see flow chart)

• A rezoning may 
be necessary to 
achieve desired 
density or 
dimensional 
standards

• Council may 
approve 
modifications to 
regulations as 
necessary

Is land 
disturbance 

>40,000 sf or 
floor area 

>20,000 sf?

Yes YesNo No

Yes

• Site Plan Review 
($2,995 + $30 / 
100 sq ft)

• Planning 
Commission 
approval required 
(see flow chart)

• No modifications 
to regulations 
allowed; must 
meet the letter of 
the code

No
Is a rezoning 
required for 

the 
development?

Yes

No

1-2 3+
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https://www.townofchapelhill.org/home/showdocument?id=11750
https://www.townofchapelhill.org/home/showdocument?id=12944

