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 206 McCauley Street Certificate of Appropriateness Application-3/11/22 
 

                         
 
               

1) WRITTEN DESCRIPTION  
This 1932 McCauley house is located between Ransom Street and Pittsboro Street and backs up to UNC’s Nash 
parking lot, very close to the intersection of Pittsboro St and McCauley Street, the Carolina Inn and UNC’s FedEx 
Global Education Center.  It is a lovely Two-story L-plan house with side-gabled roof, front-facing cross gable, 
and painted wide front porch.  The 2nd story is shingled siding.  206 McCauley was deemed a Contributing 
Building in the 1998 survey.   
 
Current owners purchased the property late February 2020 understanding there was a significant amount of 
deferred maintenance as well as having the intention of presenting a much more appealing appearance from 
the street.  Plans were deferred when Covid caused a delay in completing maintenance projects.  The current 
owners also own the 208 McCauley property adjacent to the west as seen in the neighboring photos below, and 
hope to bring the subject property to a level more in keeping with it and other well kept homes in the district. 
 
The much worn blue siding with red accent front door was recently painted a fresh white with a navy door.  The 
large bench currently in front of the porch will be removed shortly with a long term plan to have green grass and 
plantings to increase the curb appeal. 
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SUBJECT PROPERTY  GIS MAP FOR LOCATION-206 McCauley Street -PIN 9788355329 
 

 
 

1) HISTORY, CONTEXT, AND CHARACTER INFORMATION 

• Subject property is in the McCauley-Cameron District, mostly single-family homes representing a broad 
complement of architectural styles.  Like the Franklin-Rosemary District, is inextricably linked to the 
development of the University of North Carolina.  The character of the district is typical of late nineteenth-
century and early twentieth-century residential neighborhoods that developed gradually along narrow, grid-
pattern streets. The majority were constructed between 1915 and 1932, and include one- and two-story 
Colonial Revival-style houses, Craftsman-style bungalows, and Tudor Revival-style houses.  Most houses were 
designed by an owner-builder or ordered from mail-order catalogs. 

• The information used to understand the relevant character and history of the district and subject property was 
physical inspections, photos of surrounding properties, historicchapelhill.org, as well as the Design Guidelines 
for the Chapel Hill Historic Districts. 

• Subject property is a Two-story L-plan, with shingle siding on second story, double-hung windows, and wide 
front porch. Examples in Chapel Hill were usually painted light, neutral colors.  Our records indicate it was built 
in 1932. 
 

 
Older photo of subject property found at www.historicchapelhill.org 

http://www.historicchapelhill.org/
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PHOTOS OF NEIGHBORING PROPERTIES 

  

   
                210 & 208 McCauley  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
          
   
 
 

         209 McCauley 
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             214 McCauley 
 

           
                    211 McCauley 
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        223 McCauley 
 
 
 

2) JUSTIFICATION OF APPROPRIATENESS and PROPOSED CHANGES 
 

• WINDOWS 
Standard 3.4.5 of Design Principals and Standards page 90.  If deterioration necessitates the replacement of an 
entire window…consider a compatible substitute material including aluminum-clad wood or fiberglass only if 
replacement in kind is not technically feasible.   
Proposed change 
The original windows were replaced with vinyl sometime prior to current ownership.  Existing vinyl windows are 
in poor condition.  Owner is proposing fiberglass or aluminum clad since in kind replacement of vinyl windows is 
not permitted.  We understand custom wood is preferred, but this option is much more expensive upfront and 
requires yearly maintenance and repainting.  Our goal is to provide a solution that matches the aesthetic and 
quality of the original windows while protecting the building envelope, and in keeping with neighboring 
properties.   
 
Replacement windows would be prefinished in white with no grid as are existing windows in subject property as 

well as several of the surrounding properties (see photos of neighboring properties above and proposals below 

for both fiberglass and aluminum wood clad). Windows are replacement windows so they are built in specific 

sizes to fit the openings on the home. With older homes like this one, stock sizes sometimes won’t fit. Window 

contractor will be measuring each window opening and building the window to fit what is provided. 

 
Existing exterior trim around windows to remain and repaired as needed with in kind materials and standards. 
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        Fiberglass Option-Marvin Essential-Stone White  Aluminum Option-Pella Lifestyle-EndurClad-White 
        LowE2 with Argon gas fill U-factor 0.29   SHGC 0.29                 LowE with Argon gas fill  U-factor 0.30  SHGC 0.30 
 
                         Additional window specs and photos in pages 16-25 below 
 
 

• ROOF 
Standard 3.1.4 of Design Principals and Standards page 81.  Replace in kind roof features and surfaces that are 
too deteriorated to repair, take care to replace only the deteriorated portion.  Replacement features and 
surfaces should match the original in material, design, dimension, pattern, detail, texture, and color. 
Proposed change 
Applicant proposes In-kind replacement of existing improperly installed and malfunctioning rear EPDM 
membrane flat roof. 
Existing rear flat EPDM roof is not sealed around seams and edges and allows water infiltration.   
Proposed roof replacement would be installed with like materials, design, color, etc.  (see proposal below on 
page 26). 
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    Views of Existing EPDM roof-current materials are not sealed around the permeter nor on seams                          
 

 
 
Applicant also proposes in-kind replacement of existing malfunctioning asphalt shingled roof over the front 
porch.  Proposed roof over front porch would match existing shingles in material, application, color, etc.  (see 
proposal below on page 27). 

     

• EXTERIOR DOORS 
Standard 3.5.4 pages 94-95. 
Replace in kind exterior doors and entrance features that are too deteriorated to repair, taking care replace only 
the deteriorated portion rather than the entire door or feature.  Replacement doors and features should match 
the original in material, design, dimension, configuration, detail, and texture.  
The age of the existing door is unknown, it is believed to be birch, but it does not seem to be of the highest 
quality.   
The applicant is requesting replacement with an in kind 12 light fir wood door in the same existing dimensions, 
in the event that restoration according to the standards is not possible.   
Fir naturally resist most kinds of weathering without the application of a lot of paint or product. 
 
 
 

                                                       
Exterior front door (red was recently painted navy)                    Proposed in kind replacement exterior front door 
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Poor conditions of existing front door 
   
 

 
 

• EXTERIOR LIGHTING 
Standard 1.6.5 of Design Principals and Standards page 58. 
Introduce new exterior lighting fixtures with care so that the overall historic character of the building, site, and 
district is not compromised or diminished. Select and site new lighting fixtures so their location, orientation, 
height, brightness, scale, and design are compatible with the historic district and its human scale 

  Applicant proposes in kind replacement of white front porch flush mount light with exact light in black as well as   
 replacement of side porch and rear lights. 
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    Existing side porch light    proposed side porch & rear light      
 
  
 

 
      Proposed in kind replacement of front porch ceiling mount light in black instead of white 
 
 
 
 

3) PHOTOS OF SUBJECT PROPERTY 

 
View of east side 
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 View of front of house-south side 
 

 
Closer view of existing vinyl windows-front of house 
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Closer view of existing vinyl window-front of house 
 

 
Closer view of existing vinyl windows-front of house 
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West side 
 

 
  
View of existing window-west rear side 
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Existing window-east side 
 
 
 

 
Existing window-east side (near side porch)-this one is not vinyl-perhaps original 
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View of east side from rear of property 
 
 

 
Another view of east side/from street 
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View of north side/Rear view from UNC parking lot 
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Fiberglass Window Specifications 
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Aluminum Clad Window Specifications 
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